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Beach Club

CHARTER YACHTs fRom 42 fEET To 50m
in All CHARTER loCATions in souTH EAsT AsiA

info@princessyachtssea.com | www.princessyachtssea.com

Charter Manager: Rico Stapel
rico@princessyachtssea.com, +66 8 6690 0444
Специалист по аренде яхт: Алёна Вихарева
alyona@princessyachtssea.com, +66 8 9874 9944

 /PrincessYachtsSEA      @princess_s_e_a      /PrincessYachtsSEA      /+PrincessYachtsSEA      /princess-yachts-south-east-asia      /user/PrincessYachtsSEA

THAILAND:  +66 7623 9739
SINGAPORE: +65 6271 8804
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投资好机会 
拥有普吉岛上的豪华房产
具有丰富经验的房地产代理人陈梦琳（普通话流利）

是华人朋友在普吉岛上选购房产的第一人选

更多信息请和她联系

微信号：linphuket

P H U K E T  b E a c H  l i f E s T y l E  m a g a z i n E

Cover model photo © Stryjek  

asia design consultants
Bikinis & martinis magazine is created and published by asia 
Design consultants ltd. all rights reserved. all other trade marks 
are the property of their respective owners. Printed in thailand.

 /phuketbikinismartinis         phuketbikinismartinis.com

Miguel Kirjon
086 686 3811
kirjon@gmail.com

Lin Prachakrich
081 892 2419
linprachakrich@gmail.com
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100% Pure World Sound
voiceofthelizard.com



8

Phuket’s Most Fashionable 
Beach Club

Surin Beach, 076 316 567, catchbeachclub.com

Surin Beach, Phuket
catchbeachclub.com
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XANA’s multi-level design, picturesque 
beachfront location, and large capac-
ity make it the stage of an endless list of 
international DJs, including the Black Eyed 
Peas’ apl.de.ap, Paul Oakenfold – who 
has produced for superstars like Madonna 
and U2, the late unforgettable Godfather 
of House – Fankie Knuckles, and Dennis 
Ferrer, the founder of the Objektivity record 
label. Stay tuned so you don’t miss the 
chance to party it up with a range of inter-
nationally acclaimed DJs at XANA Beach 
Club. 

With a picture-perfect backdrop by the sea, 
beach loungers, poolside day beds and VIP 
cabanas, XANA also lends itself perfectly 
for events of all kinds, from private gather-
ings, birthday celebrations, good-old-time 
reunions and bachelorette parties to stylish 
product launches and stunning beach wed-
dings, with the added bonus of onsite five 
star accommodation at Angsana Laguna 
Phuket. 

For more information on XANA Beach Club 
please visit www.xanabeachclub.com or 
follow us on Facebook for the latest up-
dates: XANA Beach Club. For queries and 
bookings please email: info@xanabeach-
club.com or call 076 324 101.

relaX, dine and party in style 
at Xana BeaCH CluB

Spectacular Sunday brunch 
by the Andaman Sea, unique 
sunset celebration with 
lounge style live perfor-
mance, unforgettable DJ 
parties. Exciting events are 
happening at Phuket’s most 
stylish beachfront venue- 
XANA Beach Club! 

Offering stunning beach scenery, 35 metre 
light up infinity pool, state of the art sound 
system, delicious food and perfectly mixed 
drinks, XANA Beach Club is the ultimate 
place to enjoy Phuket at its best – day or 
night. 

Spend the day unwinding in classy sun 
loungers on the sand, or enjoy a leisurely 
game of billiard or volleyball. Play with 
superstar Nam Chok the baby elephant or 
bask in the sun on hammocks. Featuring 
fun and vibrant activities, XANA is the per-
fect place for couples, singles or families to 
enjoy an unforgettable day by the beach.

Recently, the award winning producer and 
saxophonist Kai Matthiesen, better known 
as “Coco Jamboo”, has teamed up with 
XANA to turn your dazzling sunset into a 
mesmerizing experience for all senses. 
Having produced the smashing #1 hits 
“Coco Jamboo” by Mr. President and 
“I’m a Scatman” by Scatman John, Coco 
Jamboo will be performing a lounge-style 
saxophone sunset celebration every Satur-
day, Wednesday and on selected Mondays. 
The fun has just begun, XANA’s Sunday 
Brunch features the largest number of live 

stations in Phuket, endless entertainments 
and surprises, as well as a mind-blowing 
Eat Me Drink Me bar! Every Friday night, 
XANA holds its weekly seafood BBQ buf-
fet with an astonishing fire performance 
– which is a destination event across the 
island for visitors and locals alike.

In collaboration with Richard Gillam, the 
world famous mixologist, XANA’s bespoke 
cocktail features all the classics that one 
expects from the leading beach on the 
island, such as the The King Cobra. Com-
bining the sweetness of mango, a zest of 
lime, rum, vodka and a twist of chilli, this 
drink surely is one that bites! 

To help you beat the heat, XANA now offers 
a wide selection of refreshing rosé wines for 
you to enjoy Phuket island at its best.  
A fusion of Thai and International cuisine 
best describes the new XANA menu, fea-
turing an array of delicious meals, ranging 
from XANA’s Tuna Tataki and South Beach 
Caesar Salad to the famous XANA ‘No 
Rules’ burger. XANA’s signature snacks are 
the perfect treat to share with your best 
friends.
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To heighten the surroundings, there is a 
busy bar pumping out signature cocktails 
and imported draught beers. Also avail-
able is a vast selection of wines, either by 
the glass or bottle. A close relationship 
with one of Thailand’s largest wine import-
ers allows for an ever changing and com-
petitively priced wine list with something to 
suit everyone’s tastes.
 
The Bliss kitchen offers food that also 
reflects its location. Fresh, high qual-
ity produce, both local and imported, is 
utilised to create dishes that are unique to 
Bliss. The weekends are highlighted by an 
offering of freshly shucked oysters served 
with both Thai and western garnishes, and 
on Sunday there is a Children’s Brunch to 
keep the young ones happy.
 
Coming to the end of its third year of 
operation, Bliss continues to expand. 
Says Pepe: “We like to think we continu-
ally evolve. While we have always been 
focused on offering an amazing day-time 
experience, we are now finalising some 
new additions to the club, which we 
hope will make it a venue of choice for 
those looking for a late night party.” The 
deck will see the welcome addition of an 
outside bar and the current DJ line-up of 
Chedi, Tommy T and Phuket House Mafia 
providing a soundtrack to the weekend 
afternoons that will be expanded to offer 
the best underground house music on the 
island late into the evening. With guest 
DJs such as Mark Doyle, LTJ Bukem and 
Boy George having already graced the 
decks, the nightlife at Bliss will be some-
thing to behold.

blissbeachclub.com

Bliss BeaCH CluB

Established in 2011 as a 
true beach experience, 
Bliss Beach Club was built 
on 160 metres of Bang Tao 
beachfront overlooking the 
Andaman Sea. 

Established in 2011 as a true beach expe-
rience; Bliss Beach Club was built on 160 
metres of Bang Tao beachfront overlook-
ing the Andaman Sea. 

Perhaps the only venue that can boast 
such close proximity to the beach, Bliss 
has been offering an all-day, into-the-night 
experience of wining and dining, relaxa-
tion and entertainment for families, diners, 
business people and party goers alike.
 
An expansive deck set beneath gently 
swaying Casuarina trees looks out over 
the turquoise waters of the beach while 
the main building houses a number of fully 
stocked bars, private areas and a wine 
cellar stocked with some of the best wines 
Phuket has to offer. 

Giuseppe ‘Pepe’ Viva, the general man-
ager and driving force behind the opening 
of Bliss, wanted to create a venue free 
of pretension while maintaining a strong 
emphasis on both quality and service. On 
naming the club Pepe remarked, “Bliss is 
an appropriate name for us. It was chosen 
deliberately to reflect the experience. Our 
aim is to offer something for everyone in a 
relaxing, sophisticated, modern and inclu-
sive environment away from the madding 
crowd.”
 
What does that mean? To begin with 
the main structure of Bliss is a beauti-
fully designed modern building fitted 
out with STEM Design of Bangkok. The 
open space is enlivened by glass murals, 
recycled timber and a soft lighting theme 
that adds to the ambience of the venue. 
Outside, the large deck stops just short 
of a green grass border, which in turn 
spills out onto the sand. A pool, outdoor 
shower and children’s playground at 
the northern end of the property means 
guests can enjoy the beach or sim-
ply make use of the facilities on hand. 
By preserving the natural environment 
around it, Bliss truly feels like a day at the 
beach.



Surin Beach, Phuket
bimibeachclub.com

Be beautiful. Make friends.
International DJs, Easy Food & Drinks

Surin Beach-Phuket, +66 (0)76 316 580, bimibeachclub.com



Beach Club

Situated at the northern tip of the pristine 
Surin Beach, Phuket’s most loved sea shore.
                                               

 Beach Club is a carefree 
playground for the adventurous where creative 
cuisine amuses, sparkling service engages and 
entertainment exceeds all expectations.
              
Sensual by the day seductive by night, 

 Beach Club states its claim as 
Phuket’s most captivating Beach Club, 
allowing you to break away from the ordinary 
and immerse yourself in the ultimate luxury 
Beach life style.
                    

 Beach Club – A beautiful obsession

Surin Beach, 94 Moo 3, Cherng Talay, Thalang, Phuket 83150, Thailand  Tel: +66 76 38 66 44  Fax: +66 78 38 46  Email: chill@zazadabeachclub.com            ZAZADA Beach Club    www.zazadabeachclub.com
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deep house music and intelligent sounds 
spun to the pleasure of the guests by 
DJ Joe Gradante and DJ Krypto. Many 
international guests are often on the decks 
and have included Nakadia, Jesse Garcia 
amongst others.

La Shisha: A space dedicated to the dif-
fering musical tastes appreciated by the 
French Arab contingent and visiting Middle 
Eastern friends. Currently undergoing an 
extensive renovation and opening in the 
next few weeks.

IMPERIAL: A distinctly Russian flavoured 
venue. Lushly decorated and playing host 
to some of the finest DeeJays from Rus-
sia. Currently also going through a facelift 
and opening soon.

HIGHER: The sparkling jewel in the Se-
duction crown. A sophisticated and super 
sultry roof top bar, restaurant and home to 
ultra-sexy sounds. Chilled, laid back and 
catering for those that want and appreci-
ate the finer things. Always ready to cater 
to those that demand only the very best.
Thus said, it goes without saying that any 
journey to Phuket is not complete without 
a trip to Seduction.

Seduction is open every day from 10pm. 
HIGHER is open every day from 7pm.
To find out more please go to the seduc-
tion website at www.seductiondisco.com 
or find Seduction on facebook at www.
facebook.com/seductiondisco.

However, the most important ingredient, is 
the people SEDUCTION caters to…
A diverse cross section of happy humans, 
each with different needs, varied tastes 
and excitable expectations.

These people choose SEDUCTION to 
party, choose SEDUCTION to interact, and 
choose SEDUCTION because SEDUC-
TION just makes you feel good! (The 
WOW factor plays a big part and is always 
glaringly evident).

The state of the art sound and lighting 
systems throughout the 4 floors of the 
SEDUCTION complex continue to inspire 
awe and appreciation by both the avid 
visitor and a long and steady stream of in-
ternational DeeJays, including the likes of 
Calvin Harris, Sister Bliss, Paul Oakenfold, 
David Morales and many more.

The separate venues housed within the 
complex cater for different tastes and 
styles.

SEDUCTION MAIN ROOM: A wildly excit-
ing club with mind-blowing sound and a 
dazzling lighting system. Catering mostly 
to more commercial music tastes, faithfully 
delivered by a group of talented Dee-
Jay’s including DJ Tracks, DJ Eazy and a 
growing list of globally renowned guests. 
The luxurious Moet & Chandon VIP area 
completes the already impressive Seduc-
tion Main room.

BLOW: A private VIP club, intimate yet 
spacious and always frequented by the 
sophisticated set. An offering of superb 

tHe seduCtion CoMpleX: 
niGHtliFe on a WHole neW leVel

One only has to browse the 
internet or randomly chat to 
happy strangers to realise 
that the idyllic island of 
Phuket is not only home to 
some of the worlds most 
revered beaches, but also 
host to one of the most 
iconic of nightlife institutions: 
SEDUCTION.

A multiplex of atmospheres, experiences 
and sublime sounds. A combination of 
which, that has now created an unparal-
leled audio and visual temple by which 
many others are judged by, and most 
aspire to.

Now, with the opening of the 5th floor 
rooftop venue, this has now created a 
complete building where all tastes are 
catered to.

HIGHER is a sophisticated and super 
sultry roof top bar, restaurant and home to 
ultra-sexy sounds. Chilled, laid back and 
catering for those that want and appreci-
ate the finer things.

The cuisine is expertly prepared by vision-
ary Chef de Cuisine, Ronnie Macuja, 
whilst the sublime sounds of Jean-Marc 
Limacher promises an evening of pure 
blissful indulgence.

The SEDUCTION Complex is the result of 
years of international experience, ob-
sessive dedication to enjoyment and a 
complete commitment to an exemplary 
clubbing environment by its founders.
So, SEDUCTION, from the outset, has 
been, now remains, and will always be, 
steadfastly focused on the guest experi-
ence, from arrival to exit. An unwavering 
commitment to nightlife excellence.

SEDUCTION functions on this mantra and 
philosophy. One that drives and motivates 
the highly dedicated in-house team.
The people who make the party happen.
A team that consists of a multitude of indi-
viduals, each with an unfaltering skillset.
From the DeeJays, the front of house 
team, the bartenders, to those in an ad-
ministrative capacity, or all those involved 
in any of the myriad of essential positions 
that make SEDUCTION what it is, every-
one is part of the living legend SEDUC-
TION has become.
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Situated on floor 3 is Love Nightlife open 
from 10pm showcasing the hottest Top 40 
hits, commercial dance, Top 40 remixes & 
Sexy RnB from top resident international 
DJs. Situated on top floor is Love Rooftop 
Pool and Skybar open from 4pm (with the 
exception of Café del Mar Sunday from 
12pm) featuring iconic house DJ’s. Eat.
Swim.Drink.Dance over 3 levels…  

Love Nightlife – A 800 capacity luxury 
nightlife venue on Floor 3 featuring a 7 night 
themed event calendar with visual interac-
tive performances, World’s Best VIP Bottle 
Service, in demand DJ’s, and high profile 
entertainment brand partners all situated 
underneath a glass bottom pool ceiling. 
Love Nightlife is the ultimate international 
clubbing destination for 5 star experiences!

Love Rooftop Pool – A 450 capacity 
nautical themed open-air rooftop space 
radiating premium beach club glamour! 
Dive into entertainment with our crystal 
clear pool, World’s Best VIP Bottle Service 
Booths, live acoustics (bongo’s, saxo-
phonist, vocalist), and 5 star service. Love 
Rooftop Pool brings chilled beach vibes to 
the inner city urban bustle of Patong. The 
ultimate destination to watch the sun go 
down with sunset entertainment daily. 

Love SkyBar – A 90 capacity mezzanine 
sky platform presenting a jewel in the crown 
style VIP experience. Featuring panoramic 
views of Phuket and a custom LED island 
bar, the SkyBar is the go-to place for func-
tions, tourists or just to watch the stunning 
sunset overlooking Love Rooftop Pool.

loVe niGHtliFe.skyBar.
rooFtop pool

Phuket’s Biggest and Most 
Beautiful 5 Star International 
Entertainment Destination Has 
Now Opened. Welcome Love 
Nightlife.Skybar.Rooftop Pool 
to the city of Patong… Find 
us on Floor 3+ Rooftop of 
Jungceylon Shopping Centre. 

Love Nightlife.SkyBar.Rooftop Pool ignites, 
excites and delights the senses of guests at 
every turn with signature features and pre-
mium finishing touches. The unique interna-
tional qualities, events and personality of the 
3 level venue makes this lifestyle destination 
the preferred choice of trend setting and 
fashion forward guests across the world.

ABOUT LOVE NIGHTLIFE.SKYBAR.
ROOFTOP POOL PHUKET
Love Nightlife.SkyBar.Rooftop Pool Phuket 
is the biggest premium 3 level entertain-
ment venue in Patong, Thailand dedicated 
to providing A class nightlife and beach 
club experiences. The entertainment desti-
nation has a schedule of high class artists, 
performers and events planned for high 
season 2014/15, similar to their sister club 
Love Nightlife Broadbeach in Australia who 
has featured superstars including Connor 
Cruise, Havana Brown, Jason Derulo and 
Lil Jon only to mention a few. 

WHAT HAPPENS AT LOVE NIGHTLIFE.
SKYBAR.ROOFTOP POOL PHUKET?
Love Nightlife is recognised as a leader 
in VIP Bottle Service which has earned 
the company the tag of World’s Best VIP 
Bottle Service. Love also specializes in 
premium corporate events and cobrands 
with worldwide leading partners including 
Ciroc, Belvedere, BMW, Mini, Miss Hawai-
ian Tropic and FashionTv. Love Nightlife.
SkyBar.Rooftop Pool Phuket is spread over 
3 levels and is open seven days a week. 

THE LOVE NIGHTLIFE.SKYBAR.ROOF-
TOP POOL PHUKET DIFFERENCE
The Official Café del Mar Sunday Ses-
sions (Day and Night) – Thailand just got 
a brand new iconic international destina-
tion. Every Sunday Love Nightlife.SkyBar.
Rooftop Pool Phuket takes over Thailand 
with the ultimate Sunday sessions featur-
ing the heart and soul of Café del Mar 
- live performances, house music and fa-
mous DJ’s. Let Café del Mar seduce your 
soul and feel the music deep within you.

The Official Pacha Ibiza On Tour Party 
(January 3rd) – Ibiza rocks Phuket. The 
world’s most legendary party arrives at 
Love this Summer featuring superstar 
and long time Pacha resident Sebastian 
Gamboa and the epic Pacha Gore Perfor-
mance team. Join the Official Pacha Ibiza 
Tour as they blow Phuket entertainment 
sky high – only at Love!

The World’s Best VIP Bottle Service 
– Revel in luxury. The World’s Best VIP 
Bottle Service at your fingertips. Personal 
waitress hosts, customized gifts, themed 
costumes and all the premium extras like 
no other – confetti cannons, bubbles, 
fireworks and so much more…

The World’s Best VIP Cabana Booths – 
VIP. The Love Rooftop Pool way. Position 
yourself in the middle of the beach club at-
mosphere overlooking the pool with luxury 
lounges, private plasma, air conditioning, 
personal sound, VIP waitress host and 
unparalleled 5 star service.

ABOUT THE LOVE GROUP
The Love Group is an expanding inter-
national company dedicated to bringing 
world-class entertainment to the biggest 
markets across the globe focusing on 
South East Asia. With a team of highly 
qualified Directors bringing over 30 years of 
success, the group specialises in venues 
that exceed expectations in design, func-
tionality, entertainment and culture. When 
pinpointing new areas for success, The 
Love Group searches for properties and 
locations that hold individual personalities 
to seamlessly complement the vibe and 
environment of each new development. 

lovenightlife.com
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sea lounGe CluB pHuket:
tHe CruisinG BeaCH CluB

The ocean jewel that com-
bines luxury, relaxation and 
offers you the most exclusive 
service on Phang Nga Bay. 
Sail with us for an unforgeta-
ble sea experience!

The owners of this privately owned boat, 
passionate lovers of golf and nightlife, 
invite guests from the most prestigious 
Phuket resorts to discover their exclusive 
beach club on the water while cruising 
Phang Nga Bay and enjoying the stun-
ning panoramic scenery such as James 
Bond Island and beautiful beaches. It is 
a memorable privilege to be part of this 
unique experience!

Benefits

•	 Transport (depart 11am, return 5pm)
•	 Avoid overcrowded tourist spots
•	 Comfort for all (limited bookings)
•	 New and spacious boat (35 m, 115 ft)
•	 Relaxing lounge atmosphere with DJ
•	 Free Wi-Fi everywhere
•	 Luxurious and private suites available 

(pre-booking required)
•	 Staff responding to all your desires
•	 Stops at beautiful island beaches
•	 Massage service available 
•	 Quality traditional lunch
•	 Unlimited soft drinks
•	 Alcoholic beverages ie.champagne 

(available for purchase)
•	 Deck chairs and linen / towels offered

Contact

Place Vendôme Co., LTD
58/146 Soi Anuson, Chalong
83000 Phuket, Thailand
Tel: +66 (0) 855 901 983

sealoungeclubphuket.com

The Cruising Beach Club 
S E a L O u N g E C L u B P h u k E T. C O M
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Phuket’s Most Exciting & 
Stylish Contemporary 

Live-Seafood Restaurant, 
Lounge & Bar

Tel 076 316 500  |  OPEN DAILY 11:00-23:00  |  TAXI  หาดบางเทา 700 เมตร จาก โรงแรมทวินปาล์มส์ ภูเก็ต

Catch Beach Club
Bimi Beach Club

PALM SEAfOOD

Twinpalms Phuket

Amanpuri Bang Ta
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And now, a poem:    
                               
ODE TO CAVIAR

Oh, tiny dark orb of the sea
Share your joie du mer with me.
A richness earned by seeking far
a culinary shooting star.
The subtle hint of ocean spray
brings my taste buds out to play.
I roll it slowly ‘round my mouth
From the north and then the south.
I take my time, and truly savor
Acipenser’s wondrous flavor.
Yet something I don’t recognize…
I inhale deeply, close my eyes.
And so I wonder, without haste-
is that heaven that I taste?

Michael Aumock is a luxury business 
consultant and writer, as well as the sole 
importer of Sterling caviar www.sterling-
caviar.com for Thailand.  He is only pre-
tending to be a snob. He can be reached 
at mjaumock@gmail.com

oF tiny onyX eGGs

Caviar…. The word, 
like caviar itself, rolls 
around the mouth and 
dances across the tongue. 
Caaavvveeeeeyyyaaarr. It 
even ends in a pirate’s growl 
to remind you it comes from 
the deep.

It’s a marvelous word to say, in part be-
cause of how it sounds, (so unlike most 
words in English…it is practically its own 
Anglicized affectation) but mostly because 
of what it means. It is noble in its simplic-
ity, yet there is nothing simple about the 
majesty and gravitas that comes with it. 
Caviar is one of the rare, true naturally 
luxurious things in this life, because it lives 
up to the hype, and the hype is consider-
able. 

In a world where so much digital market-
ing flash and bling and faux-luxe can make 
us form opinions about things we’re not 
even aware of and wouldn’t care about 
otherwise, Caviar delivers. It is honest in 
its presentation, deliberate in its flavor 
profile and fragile enough that its short 
shelf life adds to its mystique and desir-
ability. It must be paid attention to, as it 
will not accept being forsaken and buried 
in the back of your refrigerator…No.  It 
must, I think, be noticed, called upon and 
reckoned with as soon as gastronomically 
possible. It’s for your own good, after all.
It is real, pure luxury.

So delicate and exquisite, that even your 
finest silver isn’t good enough for it. It 
must be mother-of-pearl, or the horn 
of some magnificent beast that is fash-
ioned into a spoon good enough for this 
feast. And yet, feast is hardly a word 
that applies. Tiny, delicate servings and 
spoons the size of most demi-tasse are 
the utensils used for the highest quality 
caviar. Connoisseurs eschew most of the 
complements found with the cheap stuff 
and instead dollop a gram or two onto 
the back of their hand, where the thumb 
and forefinger span, and savor the taste 
from there. It is an almost otherworldly 
delight, as we taste a bit of our own salty 
goodness with the delicious little dark 
jewels. Chased with a sip of Champagne, 
or chilled vodka, it is the gourmand’s 
equivalent of running from the sauna to a 
hole in the frozen lake, and then back to 
the sauna. The tongue rejoicing with every 
change in sensation.

Caviar lives up to the hype because by its 
nature- and ours, it is everything that we 
want a luxury item to be. 

It is rare. 
It is expensive.
It is unique.
Not everyone appreciates it. (But many 
pretend to)
And unlike a handbag or watch, it cannot 
be easily copied in a sweatshop in China.

The unwashed masses occasionally use 
the word, and in some white-tablecloth 
restaurant in West Bongwater, NSW may 
get a fishy, salty salmon or lumpfish roe 
product in a $12 appetizer at some point, 
and feel as if “they’ve arrived”. That is not, 
however, a caviar experience the likes of 
which I write about here. To misquote Mr. 
Shakespeare- That is “a crow, trooping 
with doves.” 

If you happen to be unwashed, or part of 
the masses…then, gentle reader, you are 
not eating caviar…but I wish you a pleas-
ant dining experience, nonetheless.

While the accoutrements add to the luxury 
mystique, they are not necessary. These 
little eggs can- and should, stand on their 
own. Their history, their scarcity, and their 
magnificent subtle richness that begs to 
be cherished in a way that few things can 
be all conspire to create one of the few 
natural luxury experiences in the world… 
a mouthful of caviar. 

M
IC

H
A

E
L 

A
U

M
O

C
K



27

CHandra eXotiC ColleCtion

The Chandra Exotic Collection 
is inspired by the spirit of 
Asia and island lifestyle. 
Made mostly from natural 
fibers such as delicate 
cottons and silks, the focus 
is on quality and fine detailed 
stitching.

Using exotic colors and prints Chandra has 
created unique and original pieces to flatter 
your looks and enhance your personality.
Chandra has created contemporary luxury 
fashion over the course of the past 11 
years. Apart from the Chandra Store at 
Surin Beach, Phuket, there are two more 
on the island of Koh Samui.

Chandra Phuket also offers an excellent 
selection of menswear, based on natural 
fibers and a neutral color scheme, but you 
can also find some funky prints. The Men’s 
Collection is simple yet spot-on for the hip 
island atmosphere.

Apart from clothing, Chandra also carries 
a range of accessories for the complete 
island look. You can find unusual, colourful 
leather handbags, jewellery, silk and cotton 
scarves and the most outstanding South 
American bikinis. If you are after a well-
designed look, a visit to Chandra is a must 
for your holiday itinerary.

Chandra Boutique
(opp. The Plaza Surin)
8/44 Moo 3 Cherngtalay,
Thalang, Phuket 83110
Tel: + 66 (0)76 621 552
Email: chandra.phuket@yahoo.com 
Website: chandra-exotic.com







Relax, unwind and enjoy a complete 
beauty and spa experience at the 
Beauty Studio and Incense Spa at 
its new location at Boat Avenue, 
just outside Laguna.

After more than fifteen years in the beauty 
industry, Panisa Thinkohyao realized her lifetime 
ambition and two years ago opened the Beauty 
Studio in Bang Tao. In just those short two years 
the Beauty Studio has become an icon of the 
Phuket beauty market and is highly acclaimed 
by residents and tourists alike and now as a 
natural step the business has expanded and 
opened the new Incense Spa by Beauty Studio 
at Boat Avenue.

The Beauty Studio and Incense Spa is repre-
sentative of today’s Phuket, and guests will 
have access to four floors of beauty, pampering 
and luxury service all under one roof. Interna-
tionally trained staff are on hand, providing you 
with an unforgettable experience from head to 
toe: hair styling, rejuvenating facials and relax-
ing massages including luxury foot massage. 
You can choose the best package to suit your 
individual or groups needs; accompanied by five 
star treatment, and excellent service.

Whatever treatment or package you chose, we 
guarantee you will leave feeling like a brand new 
person, so go on, pamper yourself.

Beauty Studio / Incense Spa
Boat Avenue, Laguna, Cherngtalay
Call for appointments
Shop: 076-324423
Mobile: 085-6542112, 090-2645423
email: info@phuketbeautystudio.com
facebook.com/beautystudiophuket
www.phuketbeautystudio.com

Located in the center of Cherngtalay

SURIN BEACH

BOAT      AVENUE

HEROINES MONUMENT
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Panisa Thinkohyao

“Beauty is a 
manifestation 

        of secret natural laws, 
 which otherwise 
would have been

          hidden from us 
forever”

Johann W. von goethe
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tHe BaseMent tapes

Sometimes at night when the 
rain is pelting down like a 
chorus of mad monkeys on 
bongos, and the wind howls 
in the coconut trees just like 
rabid rain dogs, I’d settle 
down for the night, stoically 
waiting out the cusp between 
the rainy season and the 
promise of sun. 

My only comfort lay in the soft tones of 
Chet Baker, who seems to understand just 
what I need at that very moment.

As for Coltrane, he’s spending the evening 
at an out-of-towner. Every year for as long 
as I can remember the bad craziness of the 
monsoon has laid waste to my soul. There 
are of course the real casualties — the 
ones whose long run ended on the front 
page of a local newspaper — accompanied 
by a natty headline and slug line of smiling 
policemen. Deportation and extradition 
were the easy ways out, as an unfortunate 
few ended going up in smoke at the local 
Wat. The Big Sleep comes to us all sooner 
or later.

Slowly over time the wild wind turns around 
as the West Coast waves flatten, and 
thundery showers dot the sky late in the 
evening. It’s all about the bark as a waning 
bite is playing out fast, just like a fighter 
who goes in too hard and heavy early on 
and ends up being boxed out, stranded 
on the ropes and waiting for the inevitable 
knock down.

My island has changed this year, with a 
clean sweep of the beaches. It’s been a 
decade since the Asian tsunami wiped 
the sands of Phuket. Now ten years later, 
it’s happened again. History seems to 
have sustained one of those repetitive 
strain injuries and the rubber band fix has 
snapped back, hitting it straight in the face. 
There’s no telling what will come next in the 
unchartered journey.

That said, it’s nice to have the large swaths 
of majestic ocean front returned to a state 
of semi-paradise. My mood lightens as the 
rain falls into just a slow drizzle. A meeting 
at the Crux without a flashlight, Bible or ring 
of beads has been avoided once again. Is 
it the nick of time? Yes, but then again it 
always is.

We, the imports of Dante’s Inferno are 
a strange lot; escape artists, fugitives, 
snowbirds, and some of us even a work in 

progress or reinvention. What’s the statute 
of limitation, as religious Botox prolongs the 
sagging lines. I’ve long given up worrying 
what anyone thinks. As long as the flip flops 
sit on the doorstep, the next page is worth 
waiting for.

I awake to a new day, as the passing thun-
der of supersonic motorbikes blasts into 
my brain. The sun has returned, and the 
season has arrived yet again. Sure, things 
are going to drive me to the edge of sanity, 
maneuvering around the clogged arteries of 
what passes for roadways and the madding 
crowd.

Waiting is not a trait I ascribe to. It’s 
extremely over-rated. Meditation? The 
thought of being alone for too long in the 
arcane randomness of my own head is not 
a trip I want to take too often. As for Yoga 
or self-help, in my opinion, these pursuits 
seem misguided and shallow. Caffeine, a 
bad attitude and old jazz is a completely 
different thing. I keep a cynic in the base-
ment at all times and when in doubt, pop 
down for a quick visit.

One of the legacies of the digital age is the 
return to the warm soaring sounds of vinyl. 
You can’t really say it’s retro with a nos-
talgic twist but more a recognition of the 
superior highs and lows that come with the 
territory. Call in the soul survivors. Summer 
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remains the same; a virtual return to vinyl 
with endless days of promise.

The Yin and Yang of the rainy season and 
sunny side with its hit song and flip side 
culture provide emotion and reflection. I 
simply couldn’t put up with being happy all 
the time, barring putting a shot gun in my 
mouth, the prospect of an endless summer 
is frankly quite frightening.

At the end of a good movie, it’s time to go 
home and you may find yourself caught in 
the middle of a road rage incident or else 
just taking a quiet ride with only the dim 
lights of the dashboard to show you and 
your companion the way. It won’t be any 
time soon, but come May, things around 
Phuket will be shifting as the sand does 
beneath the soles of my feet. It will be time 
to once again dust off the bongos and look 
to the sky for answers.

Bill Barnett is Managing Director of C9 
Hotelworks, a Phuket based hospitality 
consulting firm. He also writes the popular 
online blog www.thephuketinsider.com. 
Over the past decade he has amassed an 
extensive wardrobe of shorts, and flip-flops. 
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On top of this, the developers are also 
offering an excellent rental return of 7% 
per annum, which will be guaranteed for 
three years for people purchasing a single 
unit; four years for those purchasing two; 
and five years for those purchasing three. 
Rental arrangements will be operated with 
a hotel-like management style to ensure 
that tenancy rates remain high. 

For more information about the project, you 
can visit the Diamond Condominium sales 
office on the main road in Bangtao or the 
sales booth at Central Festival. 

Visit our website at: 
www.diamondcondominium.com 
Facebook: diamondcondominium
Contact number +66(0) 95 0796565, 
+66(0) 76 325 585 

a Coastal liVinG style

Diamond Condominium Bang 
Tao: “I want to build some-
thing I would love to buy 
myself.” 

These are the words of Mr. Jo D’Hondt at 
the recent soft opening at the Diamond 
Condominium sales office in Bangtao de-
scribing his vision :

“We want to make something in Bang-
tao that people can buy, that has good 
quality and good value in a good loca-
tion for a correct and affordable price.”

Diamond Condominium Bangtao is the 
brainchild of Belgium-born business 
partners Jo D’Hondt and Rudy Maes, who 
were also involved in the development of 
the nearby Diamond Beach Club at Surin 
beach.

A large community park, luxury waterfront 
living with pool access, eco-friendly archi-
tecture, a historic setting and a pictur-
esque downtown just a stroll away. To pull 
all four elements together in one location 
requires a leap of imagination. Diamond 
Condominium gives you just that, and so 
much more…

Here at Diamond Condominium, every 
unit is a luxuriously-designed work of art 
where you can actually open up to breathe 
in fresh and gentle breezes, as well as 
appreciate the lush tropical landscape 
that covers approximately 5.5 rai (or 8,800 
sq.meter). Diamond Condominium contains 
four separate buildings surrounding a 
central swimming pool and landscaped 
community recreation area. In all, the four 
buildings will contain 364 units with the 
total building size of 8,200 sq.m. You cer-
tainly can immerse in the relaxed lifestyle of 
comfort at Diamond Condominium Bang-
tao. This is coastal living at its best.

Diamond Condominium is located within 
walking distance of amenities such as 
Villa Market a local Thai market, several 
mini-marts, beach clubs and restaurants on 
Bangtao beach. There are full car park-
ing facilities. The communal park and a 
hillside rock garden surround the building 
with native plants and trees to enhance the 
park-like feel.

There is a range of floor plan configurations 
available for both one and two-bedroom 
condos. Room type A, at 33.8sq.m. is the 
entry level one-bedroom offers a bathroom/
toilet, kitchen and dining area, as well as a 
bedroom and living area. Also the two-bed-
room, room type AA, at 67.6 sq.m. 

Pre-sales have started for the 150 new 
condo units in buildings B and C with pric-
es ranging from 2.7MB – 8.9MB equating 
to an average of 77,000 baht per square 
meter. Construction is expected to start 
around end of this year, with a projected 
1.5 years completion date.

The best s
ellin

g condominium 

project in
 Phuket

DIAMOND CONDOMINIUM

BANGTAO PHUKET

A coastal living style
An excellent rental return of 7% per annum

 English

+66 (0) 95 079 6565

 www.diamondcondominium.com

 

 

 Diamond Condominium Bangtao
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Andaman Cruises, Phuket’s Most Exciting & Stylish Contemporary Yacht Charters,  
takes you on lavish adventures into the vibrant marine playground of Phuket and 
beyond. Get ready with our private charters for an amazing voyage to stunning 
tropical islands around the exquisite sailing waters of Phuket archipelago aboard the 
regions most luxurious cruising yachts.

In addition luxury join-day cruises are available onboard MY Olympia 76 (large picture 
above) from THB 7,700 per person.

076 316 562 / book@andaman-cruises.com / andaman-cruises.com

Luxury Join Day Cruises & Private Charters

Racha Island
The Racha (or Raya) island, 12 km south 
of Phuket, reveals itself in splendid 
manner. Ao Tawan Tok or Ao Bungalow 
is the U-shaped main bay of this island. 
The water here is clear and perfect for 
snorkeling. The other large bay, Ao Siam, 
is a pretty place where lonely strolls in 
solitude are possible. Further to the south 
is the smaller sister island Racha Noi, 
an uninhabited destination but  popular 
among more experienced divers. 

kai Nok Island
Khai Nok has a beautiful snow-white 
sandy beach surrounded by crystal 
clear emerald green water, perfect for 
swimming, and known as one of the top 
destinations for snorkeling. If you are 
lucky enough, you have the chance to see 
a group of dolphins swimming near the 
island.

Similan Islands
The Similan Islands National Park is known 
for white coral sand beaches, crystal blue 
waters, warm tropical nights and cooling 
breezes coming off the Andaman Sea. 
Nine uninhabited islands with some of 
the best scenery in Thailand. Home to 
the best diving and snorkeling in Thailand 
featuring a huge variety of marine life and 
incredible opportunities to see rare and 
endangered species. 

Lanta Island
Lanta island is located just south of the 
Phuket Archipelago. One of the unspoiled 

beauties in this area. It is easy to find 
deserted places throughout the island. 
Still, there are plenty of places where there 
are beautiful beaches for miles on end. 
Recognized for breathtaking sunsets.   

Monkey Island
Characterized by sandy beaches, crystal 
clear water, and mature palms all over the 
island, this natural gem is home to dozens 
of monkeys. Tourist can feed them a few 
bananas, after a good time of snorkeling. 
This remote place is a delight of flora and 
fauna all over its terrain. 

hong Island (Phang Nga)
One of 42 islands located in the National 
Park in Phang-Nga Bay. The island of 
“rooms”, (Hong literally means room) 
is a breathtaking beauty, characterized 
by shallow coral reefs and fine, sandy 
beaches. This beautiful island consists of 
small and big hills situated in a mixed-up 
manner forming stunning scenery like the 
stage partitions of a theatre. In the middle 
of the half-circle shaped island lays the 
‘secret’ lagoon, where you can find the 
purest of nature.

www.andaman-cruises.com

Phi Phi Islands 
The group of 6 islands are breathtaking 
in every sense of the word. It offers many 
activities such as: walking, climbing, 
kayaking, snorkeling, deep sea fishing or 
scuba diving. Water skiing, windsurfing 
and parasailing can be done as well. 
It features steep limestone mountains, 
surrounded by classic beaches, shallow 
bays, outstanding rock formations, coral 
reefs, and vibrant looking turquoise waters 
with an interesting marine life making it 
a best destination to enjoy a memorable 
vacation. The island came to be known 
worldwide when it was used as the major 
spot to shoot the famous British-American 
movie “The Beach”.

ao Nang - krabi
Ao Nang is a central point of the coastal 
province of Krabi in the Andaman Sea, 
approx. 20 minutes from Krabi Town. This 
tourist center mixes the delights of the 
famous beach resort, modern comforts, 
and the atmosphere of a characteristics of 
a small friendly town. The most acclaimed 
beaches are Fossil Shell Beach and 
Nopparat Thara Beach.

Rang Yai Island
Koh Rang Yai is a small island in Phang 
Nga Bay just a short distance from 
Phuket. It has a sister island - Koh Rang 
Noi. Koh Rang Yai is the epitome of a 
tropical island with its beautiful beach 
lined with palm trees. Seventy years ago 
the little Jewel of an island covered with 
coconut, and pine trees and a white sandy 
beach was without a name. Over time it 
became a favorite fishing destination of 
the local fisherman because of the plentiful 
“Pla Lang” or “Lang Fish”. The locals then 
started referring to the island as “Rang 
Island “.   

eXplorinG islands in style
WitH andaMan Cruises
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spectacular backdrop for the wedding 
photography. Their wedding photos were 
absolutely stunning.

Which are your favourite places to visit 
and why?

I love Phang Nga Bay just off the coast of 
Phuket for its jaw dropping scenery. The 
moment you arrive you will be mesmerised 
by the giant limestone monoliths jutting 
out of the ocean, with impressive cave 
systems and archaeological sites. Some 
10,000 years ago, when sea levels were 
lower, it was possible to walk from Phuket 
to Krabi. I also love the Similan Islands 
about 60 miles North West of Phuket 
which are classed as one of the top ten 
global dive destinations in the world. It’s 
a paradise for diving and snorkeling and 
often guests will enjoy 30m+ visibility.

Bryony Dalby-Ball (Charter Manager)
Yacht Solutions 
charter@yachtsolutions.com
www.yachtsolutions.com
+66 935814053

eXplore & eXperienCe tHe eXotiC
WitH yaCHt solutions’ CHarter 

Yacht Solutions’ Charter is the 
leading superyacht charter 
company in the Asia-Pacific 
region. 

Ask any charter broker and they will tell 
you the success of a charter yacht largely 
depends on the prior preparation and 
planning with the yacht’s crew to ensure 
your trip is a unique and unforgettable 
experience. Because Yacht Solutions has 
been in Thailand since 2001, they have 
extensive knowledge of the region and are 
experts in all aspects of chartering and 
itinerary planning. With this in mind, we 
recently sat down with Bryony Dalby-Ball, 
the Charter Manager for Yacht Solutions’ 
Charter and asked her about what makes 
a charter such an unforgettable holiday 
experience.

Why do people choose to charter a 
yacht?

Every charter is as individual as the guests 
themselves. Different sizes and type of 
yachts offer different cruising options and 
experiences. By chartering a yacht you 
are ensuring you have quality time with 
your guests, totally private and exclusive. 
Yachts give people the freedom to explore 
the unexplored and then change course 
when they desire. Chartering a yacht can 
be perfect for a family holiday, private 
party or romantic getaway. The larger 
yachts boast an array of water toys, multi-
media equipment, spas, gymnasiums, 
fantastic dining options, themed evenings, 
bars and karaoke rooms.

Where can we charter a yacht from?

We can organise a charter trip of a 
lifetime from Phuket’s Ao Po or Yacht 
Haven marina to the stunning limestone 
cliffs of Phang Nga Bay, Railay Beach, 
beautiful waters around Phi Phi island and 
beyond. We are based in Thailand and 
our expertise lies mainly in the Phuket 
and Andaman Sea region of Thailand, 
Malaysia, Myanmar and Andaman Islands 
as well as the Gulf of Thailand in the NE 
season and Indonesia in the SW monsoon 
season. 

Which charter has been the most 
unusual?

Last year we organised the first ever 
superyacht wedding for our Russian 
clients on a deserted island in the Mergui 
Archipelago complete with a Burmese 
monk blessing. For this couple the sea 

was an enormous part of their life and they 
both love diving and travelling, so they 
knew exactly the wedding they wanted. 
Normally a couple goes to a Registry 
Office, has a party and finishes with a 
honeymoon trip. This couple started their 
celebrations with a honeymoon. They said 
they always imagined that they would 
exchange rings on a deserted island at 
dawn when it’s still a bit chilly, surrounded 
by close friends and family, followed by a 
beach banquet. And this is exactly what 
they did. 

Why did they choose the Mergui 
archipelago?

The Mergui Archipelago comprises over 
800 beautiful islands and is a day’s 
cruise from Phuket. They wanted to visit 
somewhere they hadn’t been before, 
away from the usual charter crowds and 
experience a different culture. Myanmar 
was perfect. Phuket is regarded as the 
‘Monaco of the East’ so starting their 
cruise from Phuket meant Yacht Solutions 
could organise a great ‘land’ night out 
for the wedding party followed by a 
night at the luxurious Trisara resort and 
then they boarded the motor yacht Big 
Fish to embark on their special holiday. 
The Mergui Archipelago also offers a 
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The Limestone Adventures yacht fleet 
consists of fast yachts like the sleek and 
sexy 47 feet Italian built Cranchi or a 
Sunseeker Portofino all the way to the 
overwhelmingly luxury of 20 or 30 meter 
yachts. It is your choice and you can be 
sure you will find the right yacht to meet all 
your expectations.

The sumptuous and tasty cuisine served 
on board during the full-day cruises plus 
the service minded crews; consisting of an 
experienced skipper, crew and a hostess, 
will make your day very special. 
All boats and yachts are available for 
half-day and full-day cruises and some 
selected yachts offer overnight cruises or 
extended multiple day charters. 

An Overnight Charter on a luxury yacht is 
the ultimate getaway from all the hustle 
and bustle of daily life. With the option 
to set anchor wherever you like, it is up 
to you to decide how near or far from 
everybody else you want to be.

Charter length depends on your mood 
and your appetite for adventure. A 
simple overnighter or an extended 
multiple day cruise, island hopping with 
our luxury sports cruisers, or a cruise 
on a comfortable yacht with your own 
hostess, cook and skipper, the Limestone 
Adventures team will arrange your dream 
holiday on the water.

A Trip Advisor Review: “All About the 
Details... It was one of the best days of 
our lives. Really. We’ve done a lot, but the 
level of extraordinary detail that flanked 
each visit and experience was appreciated 
and noted. It is all about the details and 
you thought of it. From the Perrier (thank 
you!) to the glassware for our champagne 
(even though we didn’t ask or alert you to 
it), to the beautiful batik picnic cloth on the 
beach. From the lovely crew to the food 
prep (delicious!), we enjoyed it all. It was 
superb. A day unlike any other.” 

Limestone Adventures 
Phuket Boat Lagoon, 20/16 Moo 2 
Thepkrasattri Road, Koh Kaew 
Phuket 83000 
Mobile: (+66) 081-979 0525 
www.limestoneadventures.com

Phuket offers the richest 
selection of boating 
destinations found anywhere. 
From the limestone cliffs of 
Krabi, Phi Phi and Phang Nga 
Bay to beautiful and isolated 
stretches of beaches on 
Phuket’s West Coast. 

Whatever your choice — snorkeling, sun 
bathing or just plain relaxing — Limestone 
Adventures will get you there fast, safe 
and in comfort and style.

The diversity of their fleet is one of 
the main reasons for the success of 
Limestone Adventures. Be it big or small, 
and anything in between, they have it in 
their fleet. Choose from a versatile 31 
footer for a couple or a small family, or 
go for the spacious and comfortable 
Silvercraft 38CC for up to 10 guests. 
Either way, the Limestone Adventures 
speedboat fleet takes you to your dream 
destination in no time.

Lunch during the speed boat trips is 
served as a private beach picnic. All of 
our speed boats leave port with a wicker 
picnic hamper of Thai or Western dishes, 
elegantly served on genuine Thai crockery. 
This is the one Phuket beach picnic you 
will not forget.

There are some occasions which demand 
the extraordinary, and there is nothing 
better than to be on board a truly luxurious 
yacht, surrounded by some of the best 
cruising waters to be found in Asia. 
When it comes to luxury yacht charter, 
Limestone Adventures has the fleet to 
impress.

tHe liMestone adVentures 
eXperienCe

PHUKET’S MOST CONTEMPORARy 
AND DIvERSE CHARTER FLEET.

PRIvATE CHARTERS
FULL AND HALF DAy CRUISES

PHANG NGA BAy, KRABI, PHI PHI
PRIvATE BEACH PICNIC

Sunshine Charter Ltd.
Phuket Boat Lagoon 

Tel: +66 76 273 328  Email: phuket@limestoneadventures.com
limestoneadventures.com

Discover YoUr oWN PrivATe PArADise.
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just seems ordinary. The Pershing range 
consists of nine models from 50 to 115 
feet.

RIVIERA MARINE
Time Honored, Time Proven
Riviera is the largest and most awarded 
luxury boat building company in Australia. 
Today, the company builds luxury boats 
from 36 to 75 feet in length across four 
lines: Open and Enclosed Flybridge, Sport 
Yacht, and SUV collections.. From the first 
Riviera launched in 1980, to the 5000th 
boat launched in 2012, Riviera remains 
firmly focused on delivering exciting new 
models and fresh innovation in design, 
performance, interior fitout and overall 
quality. As dealers in Thailand since 1998, 
we know of no other brand that enjoys 
such a loyal following.

JEANNEAU SAIL AND POWER
Extraordinary Quality and Value
Henri Jeanneau’s passion and 
commitment to quality boatbuilding began 
in 1957. Today, Jeanneau has become 
a distinctive brand and world leader in 
production boatbuilding with a large and 
continuously evolving range of sail and 
motor boats that benefit from continuous 
investment in design and production 
techniques.

With a large range of contemporary yachts 
to suit all tastes and budgets, from the 
Sun Odyssey 33i to the all-new Jeanneau 
Yacht 64, Jeanneau is the reference for 
performance orientated cruising sailboats.

With exciting plans to move sales and 
service offices to the larger and more 
modern Ao Po Grand Marina and also 
plans for larger offices at the Yacht Haven 
Marina in 2015, Lee Marine are committed 
to Thailand and the marine industry in 
general. Whether looking for a boat, or just 
some friendly advice, contact Lee Marine 
today and let us be your marine lifestyle 
partners in Phuket. 

www.leemarine.com   

lee Marine

Lee Marine was Phukets first 
luxury yacht broker nearly 18 
years ago and is still going 
from strength to strength 
as Thailand becomes an 
increasingly busy yachting 
destination. 

Whether contemplating your first boat for 
you and your family to ‘dip the toe’ into 
the water or an experienced boat owner 
looking to upgrade to something newer 
and larger, Lee Marine are on hand to give 
you the benefit of their long experience in 
all things nautical in Thailand. 

“Phuket is the ‘Monaco of Asia’”, says 
general manager Martin Holmes, “it is 
a beautiful island and is surrounded by 
some of the best cruising grounds in the 
world. As the island of Phuket gets busier 
we find more people looking to get out 
on the water at weekends and to spend 
quality time in peace and quiet. Privacy is 
luxury, after all” 

Lee Marine have a large list of pre-owned 
boats for sale of all sizes and budgets 
and are very active in brokerage sales 
with three full time yacht brokers working 
out of Boat Lagoon Marina and Yacht 
Haven Marina. “We offer a great service to 
buyers and sellers alike and our brokers 
are passionate yachtsmen with a broad 
experience themselves so we enjoy 
meeting new clients, listening to their 
requirements and matching them to a 
suitable boat”, said Holmes. 

Lee Marine are also well established 
dealers for some of the world’s best 
production boat builders and offer a 
full range of vessels from the following 
marques:

RIVA YACHTS
Timeless and Boundless Passion
The Riva name is synonymous with Italian 
excellence, style and craftsmanship and 
its unique heritage draws on 170 years 
of experience making Riva a brand of 
undisputed celebrity and status.

In the year 2000 Riva joined the Ferretti 
Group, one of the world’s leaders in 
the design, construction and sale of 
motoryachts. Since then, the combination 
of marine technologies and design has 
shaped Rivas new style and todays range 
offers 13 models in three distinct ranges; 
Open, Coupe and Flybridge. 2014 brings 
two exciting new models releases for Riva 

including the innovative Miami 88’ and the 
aluminium superyacht Mythos 122’.

FERRETTI YACHTS
Feel the Difference
Ferretti Yachts are widely recognized 
as the finest production motor yachts 
available today. With superb engineering 
and advanced construction techniques, 
they offer the best of ‘Made in Italy’ 
excellence with no compromise on design, 
appeal and safety. All models are built to 
CE design category A “Ocean” and are at 
the forefront of pleasure yacht technology. 
Innovation is a major part of the Ferretti 
DNA and every yacht launched is packed 
with superb features that truly set them 
apart from the rest. Quintessentially 
Italian: know-how and a style like no other. 
Intelligenza Nautica Italiana.
Ferretti Yachts offer a full range of planing 
flybridge motoryachts from 50 to 96 feet.

FERRETTI CUSTOM LINE
A Tailor Made Philosophy
Ferretti Custom Line was established in 
1996 to meet the demand for a range 
of tailor-made planing flybridge yachts 
over 30 metres for the most discerning of 
owners. A natural extension of the Ferretti 
Yacht range, the four models on offer 
today, the 97’, 100’, 112’ NEXT and the 
124’, provide plenty of living and cabin 
space coupled with solutions designed to 
optimize onboard living while ensuring the 
owner the highest level of privacy.

PERSHING
The Engine of your Ideas
The Pershing range stands out for its 
superior performance, continuous stylistic 
development, top quality materials and 
painstakingly designed interiors that offer 
ultimate comfort. Advanced construction 
methods, powerful engines reaching 7400 
HP and the use of surface propellers, 
hydrojets and gas turbines all combine 
to give Pershing yachts a distinctively 
sporting trim and up to 50 knot peak 
speeds. Once you experience the passion 
behind every Pershing, every other boat 



CHARTER YACHTs fRom 42 fEET To 50m
in All CHARTER loCATions in souTH EAsT AsiA

info@princessyachtssea.com | www.princessyachtssea.com

Charter Manager: Rico Stapel
rico@princessyachtssea.com, +66 8 6690 0444
Специалист по аренде яхт: Алёна Вихарева
alyona@princessyachtssea.com, +66 8 9874 9944

 /PrincessYachtsSEA      @princess_s_e_a      /PrincessYachtsSEA      /+PrincessYachtsSEA      /princess-yachts-south-east-asia      /user/PrincessYachtsSEA

THAILAND:  +66 7623 9739
SINGAPORE: +65 6271 8804
MALAYSIA:   +60 4626 6992
INDONESIA:  +66 8 0886 4945

”
“assistance in making this day.

Princess Charter on White Pearl, Phuket, Nov 27



50



53

It’s easy to join a gym. It’s 
easy to get on a diet. What’s 
hard is to prevail. Keep going 
and get where you planned 
to. It’s not easy to do it on 
your own, you will need 
support. And you’ll get it, at 
Thanyapura.

The first time I heard about the 
Thanyapura’s Total Body Transformation 
program, I knew it was something for me. 
I can’t count the times, when I tried to 
change my lifestyle. And it never worked, 
not even once. I needed something 
different. 

Since I joined the Total Body 
Transformation program, I stick to the 
promise I made to myself. Three times a 
week I join a group of likeminded people 
at Thanyapura’s gym and train under 
professional coach’s supervision. Later, 
at home, I think twice before asking for a 
second serving at the dinner table. It’s that 
simple, but it works. It’s been just a few 
weeks but I’ve already shed 2 kg, gained 
some muscle and what is most important 
– I feel great. 

Why does it work this time if it didn’t work 
before? Because this time, I’m not on my 
own. What keeps me going is both the 
peer pressure (I don’t want to drag behind 
the rest of our “transformers” group) and 
the support of my gym friends and the 
coach. Getting through an hour of high 
intensity training is simply more fun, when 
there are other people around aiming for 
there same goal, and a coach who helps 
us get there. Getting through a meal 
without stuffing myself with sugar and fat 
is easier, knowing that I’ll have to burn it 
all at the gym.

All this training and conscious food 
choices quickly became a habit, a part 
of my nature. I look forward to the next 
training session, I enjoy food more and 
I know I’ll keep going, even when the 
program is over. Thanks to the total 
body transformation, I underwent a total 
transformation of the mind. 

thanyapura.com

Maciek Klimowicz -  a lifestyle writer and 
blogger, passionate about Asia, Thailand 
and his current home, Phuket - a place he 
rediscovers each and every day.

soMetiMes you Can’t Make it 
on your oWn

Optimize Your Potential

BOOST YOUR
 MIND AND BODY

SPORTS TRAININGSPORTS TRAINING

Thanyapura is a destination with the finest sports facilities, mindful services and 
expert coaching on the tropical island of Phuket. 

• Coaching for all levels 
• Swim, Bike, Triathlon,
   Tennis and Football 

MIND COACHINGMIND COACHING

• Stress Management
• Focus and Awareness
• Productivity

HEALTH CAREHEALTH CARE

• Weight Loss
• Detox
• Nutrient Drip

FITNESS ACTIVITIES FITNESS ACTIVITIES 

• Over 80 group activities 
   per week
• Yoga, Muay Thai
   Body Transformation 
   and more

www.thanyapura.com
thanyapura

Some peer pressure, some support, goals are easier achieved together

It's not just about loosing weight but about transforming the way our bodies and minds work

Here you see Trainer A, who makes every training session different and interesting
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CRAFTED LIVING SPACES

Phuket 
424 Srisoonthorn Rd. Cherngtalay 
Tel/Fax: +66 (0) 76 325 419

Samui  
9/18 Moo1 Maenam 
Tel/Fax: +66 (0) 77 247 675

info@oriental-living.net                 www.oriental-living.net

CRAFTED LIVING SPACES

oriental liVinG

Oriental Living Interiors is 
where art, design and fine 
craftsmanship come together 
to create beautiful living 
spaces.

Since its start as a boutique shop on Koh 
Samui in 1991, Oriental Living has been 
at the forefront in creating customised, 
quality interior designs for luxury villas 
and resorts across Thailand and beyond. 
A second shop and showroom in Phuket 
opened in 2011.

Furniture
Working with only top-quality materials 
and craftsmen, Oriental Living has 
developed a collection of more than 1000 
designer furniture items, available to order 
direct from its factories in Indonesia for 
export around the world.

Oriental Living’s furniture collections – 
Asian Contemporary, Modern, Oriental and 
Scandinavian Retro – each offer a distinct 
aesthetic flavour that encompasses a 
broad range of styles and tastes. Choose 
from the company’s original designs 
or bring your ideas and drawings for 
furniture custom-made to your taste and 
specifications.

Each piece of furniture is artfully crafted 
using a wide range of materials, colours, 
fabrics and finishes. Material choices 
including teak, mahogany, acacia and 
rattan exude natural beauty and warmth. 
For soft furnishings, cushions and pillows 
choose from vivid silks, cottons and linens 
from Jim Thompson and other quality 
fabric makers, as well as synthetic fabrics 
that are both durable and stylish.

Art, antiques and home décor
Art and décor items are more than 
simply decorative accents. They are 
what completes the room and gives it life 
and energy. Many of the art pieces have 
been personally selected from Oriental 
Living’s in-house designers on their travels 
throughout Asia, sourced directly from the 
artists themselves. Select from an enticing 
array of Buddhist images, lacquerware, 
original artifacts, reproductions, wooden 
statues and more.

Design Services
Oriental Living’s founder Michael Dietvorst 
said, “The beauty of our company is that 
no job is the same.” Each project offers 
a unique challenge and joy, reflecting the 
client’s individual tastes and lifestyle. But 
the common thread for all Oriental Living 
work is the attention to detail, commitment 
to quality and the dedication of its team. 

Whether you’re seeking simply a new table or 
sofa to brighten up a living space or a complete 
turnkey design for a new project, Oriental 
Living’s friendly, professional team will be happy 
to offer a consultation. 

Oriental Living by Oriental Galleries Co.,Ltd

Phuket Branch:
GPS: 7.986281, 98.302026
424/1-2 Srisoonthorn Road Cherngtalay Thalang, 
Phuket 83110 Thailand 
Tel/Fax +66(0)76 325 419
www.oriental-living.net

Samui Branch:
GPS: 9.565436, 100.013673
9/18 Moo 1 Maenam, 
Koh Samui 84330 Thailand 
Tel/Fax +66(0)77 247 675
www.oriental-living.net
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asHok Jaipuria:
stay Happy, stay Blessed

Wealth, as traditionally 
defined, stands for a few extra 
zeroes in one’s account but 
for me, true wealth lies in the 
small delights of life.

Born with a platinum spoon in my mouth, 
I still chose to chart my own course and 
worked hard to get to this point in my 
life. Today, I am a contented man with a 
wonderful life partner, a loving family and a 
comfortable work-life balance. What else 
could I ask for? 

I was brought up in a prominent business 
family in the industrial town of Kanpur, 
India. I grew up as part of an extended 
family in a palatial 65 rai bungalow. My 
education involved a good mix of both 
day and boarding schools and I was an 
all-rounder. Together with my parents and 
other family members I later moved to 
India’s capital city, Delhi. Thereafter, my 
father and his brother went their separate 
ways in an acrimonious fashion. I left the 
family business to start my own venture 
at the age of 25. I set up a manufacturing 
business and introduced India to BOPP 
packaging film. From a humble start 
of 800 tons a year to 1,400,000 tons, 
initially supplying the domestic market 
and eventually exporting to more than 100 
countries with manufacturing facilities in 
India, the U.S. and Korea.

Two things that have held me in good 
stead throughout are my spiritual 
association and investment in human 
relationships. I was brought up in an 
environment of spirituality, yoga and 
righteousness. As for relationships, I 
believe in them being for keeps. I am 
as much at ease with an 80-year-old 
intellectually gifted person as I am in the 
company of my young grandchildren. I 
have a son and a daughter and both have 
given me the most precious gifts in the 
form of four doting grandchildren. My life 
partner Yamini is very loving and caring 
and is a VP in human resources at GE. 
It is never too late to fall in love and I am 

happily settling down. I share a special 
bond with my sister Rachna, who is two 
years younger than me and my rock.

As an individual, I have lived largely by 
instinct and this is reflected in the majority 
of my decisions. Otherwise, how else do 
I justify signing a deal for the Malaiwana 
Villa in Phuket in less than 72 hours? My 
father, Sitaram Jaipuria, has always been 
my best teacher. He was a man who had 
a very pragmatic outlook and was kind 
by nature. I am reminded of two of his 
teachings, the first one being: “Try and 
do good wherever possible. Good wishes 
take you higher, ill wishes make you sink 
lower.” The second talks about vices and 
addictions. He always said: “In case of 
addictions too, go for the choicest brands 
so that it leaves you with least damage”. 
For me a happy person is a person who 
can fulfill his or her desires on their own 
terms and in style.

Not being an early riser, I hate breakfast 
meetings and early morning flights. I have 
always wanted to run time myself rather 
than be run by it. However during my early 
life, I had my share of hard work and often 
worked a 16-hour day.

I have always been a sports person and 
have dabbled with squash, soccer and 
golf, but these days golf takes up most of 
my time. I have a golf handicap of 8/9. I 
am an art lover, and love good wine. For 
me, the best beer is a chilled one and my 
favourite cigar is a Partagas Serie D No. 
4. I like to dress casually and prefer the 
Indian ethnic look. I love SUV’s over small 
cars. I used to own a Porsche Cayenne 
and now have a new Range Rover Sport. 

Another side of me is compassionate 
and believes in philanthropy. Through the 
Cosmo Foundation, I am able to do my 
share of giving back. For the last seven 
years, the Foundation has been working 
at grassroots level in the states of Gujarat 
and Maharashtra to empower children and 
youths towards a better tomorrow.

I have always wanted a home away from 
home in the heart of nature and Phuket 
fits the bill rather well. Thailand has 
always struck me as a country of culture, 
courtesy and hospitality. I have barely 
heard a raised voice. There is an array 
of activities to choose from, depending 
on one’s mood, all within easy driving 
distance. Northern Phuket is quiet, sedate 
and elegant, mid downtown is commercial 
with a host of shopping avenues while the 
south will leave you spoilt for choice with 
its heady mix of party places. Phuket has 
some of the best views, not forgetting the 
superb sunrises, sunsets and of course 
the golf courses. 

Last year, all my close family friends, 
varying in age from 25 to 85, came 
to Phuket and made my birthday very 
special. I could not have chosen a better 
destination than Phuket.
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1. Female; 2. Between the ages of 18-25; 
and 3. At least a C-cup. That’s what keeps 
it classy, so mind the rules, please.

In reality, I love engaging with everyone 
in the crowd and bringing out the best in 
people with music. There’s just something 
about unscripted live music that provides 
a unique atmosphere. There’s no pressure, 
and no expectations. Everyone just wants 
to have a good time. So, come and enjoy 
a martini as I play you a song, and don’t 
forget, this is gonna change your life.  

sethgibsonmusic.com

tHis is GoinG to CHanGe 
your liFe

This is gonna change your 
life. That’s what I say to most 
people who walk into the 
piano bar. And it’s not hard to 
see why. Music connects, and 
it really doesn’t matter where 
you’re from or what your 
life story is. Hell, you might 
not even speak the same 
language! 

For me, being just a country boy from a 
small town in Ohio makes no difference. I 
can make friends with anyone in the globe 
over some scotch and a few choruses of 
the Beatles’ “Let It Be”. I’m from Circlev-
ille, Ohio, to be exact. My childhood was 
everything you might expect from growing 
up in a small Midwestern city; full of char-
acter, and the type of small-town pride 
everyone has. If you ever happen to drive 
through Circleville and see the big pump-
kin water tower, you know you’re close to 
where everything began for me.

I’ve always considered myself an uncon-
ventional musician. We’ve all had great 
teachers along the way, but some of us 
don’t color inside the lines very well. I just 
couldn’t shake my need for autonomy by 
playing songs however I wanted, whether 
it be Billy Joel or Mozart. One of my worst 
decisions in life was going to college and 
majoring in music. Wow, was I in for a 
wake-up call. Let’s just say I had quite a 
few disagreements with my piano profes-
sor and ended up flunking out the first 
semester. I like to think it’s because I was 
like Einstein and on a higher level, but in 
reality I probably just didn’t care enough to 
play Chopin flawlessly. Yes, we’ll go with 
the prodigy explanation.

I had all but given up on music until my 
mid-20s. I was busy starting my “profes-
sional” life, working that 9-5 job, when 
suddenly everything changed. I found a 
piano bar as I stumbled around downtown 
Columbus one night, and nothing has 
been the same since. It was an open mic 
night, and we all know what a disastrous 
train wreck that can be. But I’ll always be 
grateful for open mic nights. I remember 
so well playing my very first song in a 
piano bar. A little tipsy from a couple of 
martinis, I walked up and played the song 
“Walking in Memphis”. It was exhilarating, 
like a drug, and I’ve never stopped playing 
it. I ended up having a weekly night gig 

there, and the owner James Blackmon 
groomed me well in carrying off the piano 
bar swagger.

I ended up with some cruise ship con-
tracts in 2011, and that’s when I truly 
discovered how music breaks all barriers. 
You never have a clue who’s gonna show 
up in your piano bar or where they’ll be 
from. Granted, it’s a bit of a “how do you 
do” etc. to get the ball rolling, but people 
come out of their shells around the piano. 
It can be anything from a kitschy group 
sing-along to downright filthy shenani-
gans. The ladies tend to get most of the 
attention, except for one gentleman, and 
that is Jack Daniels. He keeps the wheels 
turning, and anybody who sets down a 
glass of whiskey with a song request im-
mediately earns my respect. 

It’s all a game of creativity when 50 re-
quests fly in; anything from Sweet Home 
Alabama to Moon River. And if you don’t 
outbid previous tips, your request will just 
have to wait its turn. But if you’re a pretty 
girl, a simple lipstick kiss on a napkin 
with a room number will have no trouble 
moving up the chain. Amidst the great at-
mosphere and bonding magic of alcohol, 
it’s not uncommon for people to crowd 
around or even climb on top of the piano. 
But my piano bar is no backwoods honky-
tonk. We have rules you know. If you want 
to get on the piano you have to be: 

PiaNo maN 

seth Gibson

EVERY DAY (8-11pm) Sun/mon off

Twinpalms Phuket Resort / Surin Beach Road / Tel 076 316 500

4 J a n - 2 8 M a r 2 0 1 5
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6tH aVenue surin &
palMyraH surin

Sai and Danny are 
established property 
developers with an 
interesting background. For 
the past decade, they’ve 
been involved in various 
property developments 
in one way or another, 
involving sales, marketing, 
planning, construction and 
administration. They’ve 
both earned a reputation as 
“hands-on” operators, having 
contributed to the success 
of several projects around 
Phuket Island. We had the 
opportunity to meet them and 
ask them a few questions.

Tell us about yourselves.
Danny – I’m a Thai Belgian born in Bang-
kok and spent my childhood in France and 
Switzerland. I came back to Thailand 10 
years ago to seek new work opportunities 
and enjoy the better quality of life that Asia 
has to offer. I was given the opportunity to 
work in real estate: selling property in vari-
ous areas around Thailand.

Sai – I’m a Bangkok City woman. After 
graduation, I joined a marketing firm pro-
moting holiday destinations. This led me to 
travel around by myself, and I ended up in 
Europe for a few inspiring years. In 2007, I 
came back to Thailand and based myself 
in Phuket.

What happened then?
Throughout our years in the field, we’ve 
had the opportunity to invest in property 
and generate good capital gains and rental 
returns and that has enabled us to acquire 
land and become property developers.

Why Phuket?
Phuket has so much to offer in terms of 
quality lifestyle and living standards. The 
weather is warm all year round and the 
beaches are just magnificent.

Geographically, Phuket is at the center of 
a region of the world that is economically 
thriving. We are gifted with an international 
airport that connects us with all the major 
cities in the region. It is like a paradise 
retreat smack in the middle of a booming 
economical expanse.

You’ve based yourselves in Surin Beach, 
why?
Surin Beach is considered to be one of 
the top beaches on Phuket Island. I mean, 
just look at it! Its beauty is unprecedented. 
We are literally surrounded by 5 star hotels 
and high-end residential homes. There 
are excellent restaurants and beach clubs 
servicing this community. The people we 
meet here are so fresh and alive; it’s hard 
to describe, you’ve just got to be here to 
understand.

What are you developing in Surin Beach?
Last year, we started developing a con-
dominium project we named 6th Avenue 
Surin, located only 650 meters walking 
distance from the beach and comprising 
137 units in total (www.6avenuephuket.
com). Construction is well under way and 
completion is set for December 2015. We 

launched a second project in November, 
which is just 300 meters from Surin Beach 
comprising 164 affordable units that we 
named Palmyrah Surin (www.palmyrah-
surin.com). You will appreciate its prime 
location and convenience being right next 
to all the 5 Star hotels of Surin and more 
importantly, just a short walk from the 
beach.

What made you design these types of 
properties?
Throughout our years in the real estate 
sector, we had the chance to meet many 
people seeking to buy vacation homes or 
permanent residences around the island. 
What we saw was an increasing demand 
for affordable properties in high-end loca-
tions such as Surin, where most available 
properties here are in a much higher price 
range due to limited land and increasing 
land value, thus limiting development pos-
sibilities. Our products cater to this demand 
for affordability.

Can a foreigner own property here?
Yes of course they can, why else would we 
be doing business here? It is worth noting 
that most buyers are foreign nationals from 
all around the world. That also explains why 
we’ve never really felt any slow-downs, as 
there is always someone from somewhere 
wanting to buy a property.

You both seem somewhat young to be 
doing this….
Indeed, we started young, but you need to 
bear in mind that age is only a number. One 

important thing is never to stop learning. 
We are born with one mouth and two ears; 
this means that we should listen twice as 
much as we speak. It’s a proven fact that 
you learn quicker that way.

Where do you see yourself in the future?
Here, right here in Phuket. We are offering 
management services to all our clients, 
who want to rent their properties out. Our 
developments represent us, so our pres-
ence is paramount. We will continue to 
do what we do best and offer attractive 
products to people looking to have a better 
lifestyle and a good annual return. After all, 
who wouldn’t want to live on a paradise 
island?

Is there anything you want to add?
We want to thank all the people we’ve 
had the chance to meet and work with in 
the past and present; without them we 
wouldn’t be able to live the great life that 
Phuket has to offer.

If you fancy a sunset drink, head down to 
Surin Beach! We might be there too…

6avenuephuket.com
palmyrahsurin.com

PALMYRAH 
SURIN

S U R I N
C O N D O M I N I U M

TH6 AVENUE
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about the Developer: Sansiri Public 
Company Limited is one of the largest real 
estate developers in Thailand offering a full 
range of housing projects from single-
detached houses, semi-detached houses, 
townhouses, and condominiums. A lead-
ing developer in multiple residential and 
living solutions, Sansiri remains the first 
and only South East Asian developer to 
have received the prestigious Commenda-
tion for Excellence Awards by Asia Pacific 
Commercial Real Estate (APCRE).

Contacts:
The Deck Condominium Sales Gallery
Rat-U-Thit Road, Patong, Kathu, 
Phuket 83150
Call Centre: 1685
Tel: +66(0) 76 345 074
Fax: +66(0) 76 345 073
Email: thedeck@sansiri.com
Website: www.sansiri.com

tHe deCk CondoMiniuM

No matter what heights you 
reach, the meaning of home 
will never change. The Deck 
Condominium is the latest 
development by Sansiri that 
complements the aesthetics 
of living with outstanding 
design in Phuket’s most 
prime location – Patong.

Patong is one of the world’s most popular 
beaches as travelers come here to relax 
throughout the year. The natural wonder 
of the area remain intact and visitors are 
attracted by the clear blue skies and white 
sand beach, as well as the multitude of 
aquatic activities that includes jet skiing 
and speed boating, amongst other excur-
sions. Surrounded by residences, hotels, 
restaurants and entertainment venues to 
fully support the needs of tourists, The 
Deck is at the very heart of it all on Rat-
U-Thit Road and is considered one of the 
first premium condominiums to be located 
in such a prime area.

The Deck can be considered as not just 
as an aesthetically beautiful resort con-
dominium for your holidays but also as a 
viable rental investment asset based on 
the strong tourist market in Patong that 
will continue to grow in the future.

Location: The Deck is situated in the 
vicinity of Patong Beach, which can be 
reached in a 5-minute walk and is less 
than a 10-minute walk from Bangla Road 
and Jungceylon Shopping Centre. The 
beachside locale serves as an inspiration 
for the project’s architecture, whereby the 
building’s dark grey contrasts with the 
deep blue balcony ceilings to portray the 
colours of a sea bed overlooking the sky-
line. This inspiration continues throughout 
the landscape architecture, which utilises 
the natural beauty of the area to create 
a relaxing environment for residents to 
unwind throughout their stay. 

Price Range: Starting from 4.6 million 
baht with 9% guaranteed yield for 2 years.

Space: The Deck consists of two, 
7-storey buildings with three unit types 
to choose from. These include Studios, 
ranging in sizes from 29.0 – 38.0 square 
metres, 1 Bedroom and 1 Bathroom units, 
ranging in sizes from 40.5 – 50.5 square 
metres, and 2 Bedroom and 2 Bathroom 
units, ranging in sizes from 63.0 – 75.0 

square metres. With exceptional fully 
furnished residences that truly stand out, 
every unit has been designed to maxi-
mize its frontage with specially oversized 
balconies that are essential to a relaxing 
seaside lifestyle. In addition, bathrooms 
offer a view of the outside scenery and 
each unit’s balcony gives an open-air 
feeling, some with Jacuzzis, that allows 
you to fully experience nature while be 
submerged in pulsating water.

Facilities: The project also features a 
swimming pool with sunbeds and a central 
lounging area on the roof-top terrace of 
the building that affords open views to the 
sea and its infinite horizon. The site also 
allows for a close-up panoramic view of 
the mountain backdrop behind the project. 
Altogether, there are 2 swimming pools, a 
28.5 metre rooftop infinity pool overlooking 
the west over Patong Beach and a 50 me-
tre pool on the ground floor with a luxurious 
Jacuzzi that is the ultimate in relaxation. 

Furthermore, there is also a gym, sauna 
and multipurpose space for general activi-
ties with your friends and family, such as 
a BBQ Terrace. The lobby area includes 
both an indoor and outdoor section 
between the two buildings that creates 
a shady environment and has wireless 
internet coverage that reaches the pool 
area along with the developments 24-hour 
security system with CCTV cameras.
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Hunter Sotheby’s International Realty
177/25 Moo 4 Srisoonthorn Road, 
Srisoonthorn, Thalang, Phuket 83110
t +66 (0)76 620 064
m +66 (0)85 069 8070
e admin.phuket@sothebysrealty.com
Connect on Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, 
Pinterest and Google+

Hunter sotHeBy’s 
international realty

Established in Phuket in 
2006, Hunter Sotheby’s 
International Realty offers 
independent, professional 
real estate services for 
discerning buyers and sellers 
of luxury real estate in 
Phuket, Samui and beyond.

To those who value the unique, Hunter 
Sotheby’s International Realty is the local 
real estate services provider that offers 
unrivaled access to qualified people and 
distinctive properties around the world. 
We specialise in luxury lifestyle properties 
and unique opportunities, offering unparal-
leled, discreet, professional services to our 
clients and are dedicated to the beautiful 
and exotic region of Southern Thailand.

Our real estate professionals work to-
gether with you to serve your needs and 
requirements so that your property pur-
chase can be undertaken seamlessly, in 
complete confidence and without compli-
cation. Our impartiality is paramount and 
sacrosanct.

Relationships:
The Sotheby’s International Realty network 
currently has more than 14,000 sales 
associates located in approximately 700 
offices in more than 49 countries and ter-
ritories worldwide. The Sotheby’s Interna-
tional Realty network consists of leading 
brokerages located in many of the world’s 
most beautiful and highly-desired loca-
tions — an exceptional group of profes-
sionals who are committed to exceeding 
your needs. 

Working with these fine real estate experts 
provides you with their experience as well 
as access to marketing and advertising 
campaigns exclusive to Hunter Sotheby’s 
International Realty clientele. Our white-
glove referral service is a key differentiator, 
allowing network members to connect 
buyers and sellers globally, placing over 
7,500 referrals every year.

Reputation: 
Sotheby’s was founded in London on 
March 11th, 1744, when Samuel Baker 
auctioned several hundred scarce and 
valuable books for a few hundred pounds. 
Today the Auction House has expanded to 
offer the best in over 70 categories includ-
ing Fine and Decorative Arts, Jewelry and 
Wine. Sotheby’s maintains 90 locations in 

40 countries and conducts 250 auctions 
each year. It was out of this rich heritage 
that an international real estate brand 
was founded in 1976, in part to serve 
clients desiring a complete package of 
estate disposition services. Today, Hunter 
Sotheby’s International Realty offers the 
same commitment to exceptional service 
that has characterised Sotheby’s for more 
than two centuries.

For more details of these and other 
properties, visit huntersothebysrealty.com 
or download the SIR Mobile app for your 
mobile device.
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Our first hit “Checking me out” shot to 
number 1 in the charts for three weeks 
across Canada. It was unusual at the time 
for an independent group to get such a 
strong response on radio. 

We were approached by several labels 
but the big one was Sony Music. And sure 
enough, we got the call we were waiting 
for. Sony sent a scout out for us to audi-
tion for a record deal. We seemed to be 
performing better with each audition and 
quickly moved through the process.

At the final audition in Toronto, our scout 
assured us we would get signed up. I think 
this made us even more nervous… as if 
being on the same stage where Celine 
Dion started wasn’t intimidating enough. 
We had a round of tequila shots to build 
up our courage... which turned out to 
be a bad idea. Our worst nightmare was 
unfolding right before our eyes. In front of 
a few dozen Sony executives we screwed 
up the first seconds in a three part har-
mony... off key. We knew we had slipped 
and tragically, Sony heard it too.

The top Sony executive said he liked us 
but we weren’t ready. I was floored. My 
dream shattered at that moment. Like 
our hearts, we were also broken and we 
split-up. That was the last time I sang for 
twelve years.  

I escaped to Hong Kong. I was deeply 
disturbed by the experience. I also felt the 
world around me had crumbled as quickly 
as my dream dissipated. So I moved to 
Hong Kong to escape the pain. 

I started working in high-profile fashion 
with beauty companies, getting great jobs, 
but I was so unhappy. I started hanging 
out with the wrong crowd, smoking and 
drinking. I had lost my ability to sing. 

popular amongst my peers throughout 
the school, known as the class clown, my 
bold style (although we had uniforms) and 
my voice. By the age of 16, I founded and 
directed the school’s first choir to compe-
tition level. We won four medals over three 
years regionally. As my confidence grew, 
my performances got better and my fans 
got behind me. I was living my dream. And 
nothing was going to stop me.   

I went on and graduated with a degree in 
Fashion Design during college, although 
my heart was never truly in fashion. 
All I wanted to do was sing. I sang day 
and night, took lessons and thought about 
how I could fast track my career. So I 
joined the Miss Montreal Chinese Pageant, 
which had already made two A-listers, 
with hopes that I’d win, be sent to Hong 
Kong to compete and be noticed by talent 
scouts.  

I did everything I could to win and walked 
away with a disappointing “1st Runner-
Up” title. So I decided to pack my bags 
and go to Hong Kong anyway. I spent 
my entire savings in immersing myself in 
the music scene at the tender age of 19. 
I was lost in the adult world and came 
out empty-handed. Gutted. Then the big 
moment arrived when I least expected it. 
I was working as a buyer at U&I (ultra-
cool high fashion boutique). That day, 
the Manager of a band called Jai walked 
into the store and asked for me. Jai was 
an up and coming Canadian girls group. 
The Manager invited me to audition with 
Jai the next day. I successfully joined the 
group and we were off singing. 

Our sound was R&B, which was big at the 
time. The three of us, one black, one white 
and one Asian had the “X-Factor”. Good 
looking girls that could dance and sing. 
We were an instant success.

tHe Fear FaCtor

Ground Zero Montreal 
Feb 22, 1994 — My fifteenth 
birthday. I was sitting in 
the school cafeteria with 
1,000 other students, eating 
sandwiches and gossiping 
amongst my friends about the 
usual; boys, our teachers and 
the latest episode of Friends. 
It was freezing outside: so not 
much else to do. 

At that moment, a clan of students 
marched over to my table. I didn’t realize 
it at the time but they had been schem-
ing. The leader of the crew approached 
me with a smirk; as if she was plotting this 
moment of awkwardness with glee — part 
out of love, and maybe a little out of spite. 
She handed me a microphone and with no 
further words — it was clear… it was my 
birthday, and I was being dared to get up 
and sing.

I was born and raised in Montreal, 
Canada, and a bit of an outcast, with a 
Chinese background at a posh and pre-
dominantly French speaking all girl private 
high-school. The school had been mostly 
good to me; however, it was not without 
its moments of fierce competition, racial 
segregation and politics.

That day, I instantly broke out in a cold 
sweat. But much worse was that I felt my 
throat quickly dry-up. Like one-third of 
the world, I would rather die than face the 
public, especially with no warning, no prep, 
no band or backing track. I had nowhere to 
hide. Everyone was watching me. 

This is a story I couldn’t talk about for 
many years. Actually, for twelve years I 
couldn’t speak of my painfully deep desire 
to be a singer. 

I stood up, took a deep breath... shut my 
eyes and sang Whitney Houston’s — “I 
believe in you and me” like no-one was 
watching... I hit every note, nailed every 
pitch, smashed the vocal runs... in acapel-
la. By the time I sung the final verse “I was 
lost, now I’m free” in precise falsetto and 
vibrato; the school erupted. Every single 
student sprung off their chairs applaud-
ing, whistling, screaming, and hounding 
an encore! At that moment, it marked me 
that I was truly meant to sing... it was 
my religion, my passion, my drug. I was 
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I became anorexic and suffered from 
amenorrhea for three years. No doctor 
could cure me, and I was then diagnosed 
with depression.  

The long days were made harder by sleep-
less nights. I had a recurring nightmare 
where I was on a large plush stage in 
front of a huge audience with blinding 
spotlights. Just as my lips approached the 
microphone, the voice I once had which 
captivated audiences was inaudible. No 
sound or breath came out of my open 
mouth. I would wake up choking for air 
every time.... Deep inside, I always knew I 
needed to reconnect with my voice. But I 
was too afraid to do it.

To avoid embarrassment, I declined many 
birthday and social karaoke nights. I 
feared the heartache of a buried passion; 
moments where tears streamed down my 
face from listening to music and watching 
my favorite singers in concert with endless 
admiration, mixed with envy, guilt and 
loss. 

I went into a series of destructive rela-
tionships that re-enforced my feeling of 
emptiness. At my lowest point I wanted to 
hurt myself. 

It was during my fifth year in Hong Kong, 
after yet another bad break-up, that I met 
my now, husband Pierre. My first sign of 
light. I was struck by the cliché “love at 
first sight”. He lived in Singapore so we 
long distanced for nine months and then 
he asked me to move to Singapore. My 
days were brightening up.

Singapore 
Working in the luxury industry and man-
aging VIP services and clients at Prada 
weighed on my conscience. I moved to 
Montblanc as relationship manager selling 
million dollar watches to the wealthiest 
people in Asia. All the focus on superfici-
ality and monetary wealth in my day job 
started to suffocate and rot my soul. I 
had a profound longing to reconnect with 
my true self and my passion. My wounds 
were still so deep that I couldn’t bear the 
thought of sharing my singing story. No 
one knew I was a singer or that I could 
even sing at all. I couldn’t help myself, and 
I couldn’t ask for help. 

guardian angel
My friend Rob also had a passion for mu-
sic. He played the guitar as a hobby but 
nothing more than that. Whilst a bunch 
of us were having dinner he overheard 
me quietly humming to the background 
track; I think it was Ex-Factor by Lauryn 
Hill. Rob had wanted a partner to jam so 
for the next six months, he and Pierre 
made relentless attempts to orchestrate 
impromptu meetings, where his guitar 
also showed up, hoping that I would sing 
again. I avoided these nights like algebra.
The time had come. I was tied to a chair 
and forced to sing until I gave in. That’s 
when it started happening again… the 
cold sweat, dry throat… my face burning 
scarlet on the verge of bursting into highly 
unbecoming tears.

Singing was excruciating as I attempted to 
rekindle with my ghost; the voice that was 
locked-away.

The next few months were painfully emo-
tional with each jam. My voice wasn’t the 
same. The years of neglect had taken their 
toll.

I knew I didn’t sound as good. I could 
hear it.

Singing in my living room was one thing. 
Singing in front of other people… well… 
I would rather have a root canal (I hate 
those). But bowing to the inevitable, 
months of jamming later, I developed a 
dreadful case of another handicapping 
fear: performance anxiety. I just couldn’t 
bring myself to sing in public.

The fear became increasingly worse. 
It would manifest into a physical form. 
Weeks before my first public gig, I started 
feeling the symptoms of laryngitis and 
bronchitis. I was convinced I had a virus 
or something, spending most of my salary 
on seeing doctors and specialists. Seek-
ing any sort of medicine to treat what I 
thought was physiological throat illness, 
disabling me from singing, when in fact, 
it was really just a bad case of psychoso-
matic manifestation. This became a recur-
ring theme. I couldn’t bring myself to sing 
in front of my husband.

Deep healing in Peru
I went to Peru, deep into the soulful 
Amazon Jungle, to spend time learning 
about natural plant medicines and rituals 
for spiritual healing. During my research 
I listened to renowned Australian artist 
Ben Lee’s experience with ayahuasca. I 
listened to his podcasts whilst stranded 
for days sleeping on a hammock aboard a 
cargo ship. 

“As an artist, don’t ever try to impress by 
pretending to be somebody you’re not… 
that’s when you will lose all that you will 
ever have. Instead you should perform as 
honest to who you are as possible. Not 
everyone will resonate, but some will, and 
those who do, are all you need.” With Ben 
Lee’s words my soul found its path.

We back-packed through Chile, Bolivia 
and Peru, ending up as deep as we could 
in the jungle and along the way receiving 
divine messages during sacred plant med-
icine ceremonies. I finally found the long 
overdue forgiveness for myself. Forgive-
ness of my failure at the Sony opportunity, 
and relief of the burden of expectation and 
judgement.

It has taken twelve years of pain and three 
years of determination to now say I can 
sing again without fear. 

I have had the pleasure of performing 
at wonderful events in many countries, 
playing with wonderfully talented musi-
cians, collaborating with inspiring DJs and 
recording with brilliant producers. I have 
come full circle since the moment I sang 
those final lyrics that cold day in 1994… 
“I was lost, now I’m free”. I owe this to 
my friends and fans… you know who you 
are… thank you for giving me the strength 
— sharing with you now makes it worth-
while.

A blessed elation I never thought possible 
when fear was my boss and now… song 
is my God.

Follow me: 
www.facebook.com/ekasoundz
www.soundcloud.com/eka-soundz

I remember my thirties when guy talk was 
about buns, boobs and references to 
rabbits, anacondas, and suction devices. 
The conversations change when the age 
of the men’s group turns sixty. Then guy 
talk is about rectal polyps, dribbling, blue 
pills, prostate massage and walnut sized 
blockages.

It is hard to be sexier, if it is hard to be 
hard.

At thirty, a significant part of my sexual ap-
paratus (who I call Charlie) was watching 
me brush my teeth in the mornings. Af-
ter sixty, Charlie just hangs out giving a 
one-eyed droopy stare at my swollen 
toes. At sixty, I rarely have to adjust 
my pants to hide the telltale bulge of 
readiness.

Now, it is more likely that I have to 
disguise some dribble spots after 
a long session at the urinal. At thirty 
years old, I used to like women to look 
for my bulge, now my demeanor suggests 
they look away.

I would agree with Hillman that at sixty, sex 
is more of a mind game than one of high 
performance. I’m still the closet kinky guy, 
still talk naughty and try and get a discrete 
perverted peek of underclothing whenever 
I can. However, lately I just spend almost 
no time trying to undo a bra with one 
hand and even less time in the 
backseat of a Volkswagen with no 
underwear on. High performance 
has switched to performance 
anxiety and luring has switched to 
glancing.

Lest the description of senior sexi-
ness be too dismal, I should end 
this piece with a couple of upbeat 
notes.

The advance of time lessens the 
lusting pain that we used to call 
blue balls or DSO (dreaded 
sperm overdose).

Sex comes with fewer 
surprises — nocturnal 
emissions are scarcer 
than tax rebates and I’m 
lucky if Charlie projects 
far enough to clear the 
testicles.

Sex becomes less man-
datory in a relationship 
and gains the status 
of being called love 
making. Love mak-
ing differs from sex 

seXy siXty

Joseph Hillman, the 
renowned but ageing 
psychologist, is so bold as 
to proclaim that: “Men after 
sixty can actually get sexier”.  
Since I’m even older than 
Hillman, I want to believe 
it is possible to be sexier. I 
would sure rather keep hope 
alive for wondrous sex, than 
to believe Bob Hope when he 
said: “Sex at my age is like 
playing pool with a rope”. 

Fortunately for me, I’m not older than Bob 
Hope, so this doesn’t apply. However, I 
must also confess that I don’t feel sexier 
than I used to at thirty.

Hillman supports his claim by saying that 
the advance of years brings more carnal 
knowledge (sexy past) and more imagina-
tion (fantasy sex) to boost the libido of 
older men. My problems with a sexy past 
and fantasy sex are these:

Sexy Past: I guess I may have had some 
really kinky encounters in my prime, if only 
I could remember them. And if there were 
photos of me in a delirious compromise in a 
hammock with a neighbor and a chicken, I 
surely would have tossed out that evidence 
by now.

Fantasy Sex: As much as I try to keep alive 
a torrid sex life in my mind, in my imagina-
tion, sex is usually confined to choosing 
which porn site to surf. Lazy Google sex 
doesn’t require a partner, a lot of cocktails, 
special laundry detergents or even AAA 
batteries.

I also want to point out that younger men 
are liberated from taboos about sex that 
burden older men. When I was thirty, I 
could guiltlessly fantasize about having 
sex with a woman of any age. Younger 
men can even have sex with food. More 
importantly, there is no blame on a younger 
man if a woman comes on to him for sex. 
He can go for it. However, older men are 
internally forbidden to fantasize about sex 
with women too young or too close to 
them, and they must resist the advances of 
all inappropriate sexual partners. And forget 
about sex with food.

in vigor and ego but offers gains in healing 
and sharing — two wonders of growing old 
with the same partner.

On a closing note, all this talk about sex 
has perked my imagination and Charlie 
seems to be wondering about the 
virtues of Vaseline with Aloe Vera.

B
E

A
U

 S
E

N
IO

R



70

The KATE SWIM brand 
is a leading bikini 
clothing line that has 
been featured in Sports 
Illustrated Swimsuit 
Editions magazines since 
2011. Sports Illustrated, 
one of the top 5 bought 
magazines in America 
has the top supermodels 
displaying bikini brands 
and Kate Swim has been 
leading the way. On the 
cover of the 2012 issue, 
supermodel Kate Upton 
graced the cover wearing 
a KATE SWIM bikini and 
ranking results showed 
that issue had the highest 
numbers in 5 years.

KATE SWIM’s saucy style 
has since been sought 
by bikini competitors, 
entertainment 
personalities, and pageant 
winners from across the 
United States and is 
catching on with bikini 
models abroad.

The eye catching styles 
and colors in the 
styles of KATE SWIM 
will definably keep its 
ranking for many years to 
come. Take a look at look 
at kateswim.com and be 
amazed! Aloha!
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As the lunch commences, guests will be 
invited to take a seat at the long, farm-
house table where they will spend the 
afternoon enjoying a sumptuous twelve-
course menu to be served ‘family-style’. 
With the wine flowing, the conversation 
tends to naturally turn towards the variety 
and style of food, reignited regularly with 
the arrival of each new dish delivered by 
the assiduous kitchen team.

Then, as the afternoon begins to draw to-
ward evening, the finalé of the ‘Long Lazy 
Lunch’ is always their fantastic selection of 
‘home-style’ desserts and pastries.

Breeze at Cape yaMu

Perfectly located on the 
beautiful peninsula of Cape 
Yamu, Breeze at Cape Yamu 
provides stunning views 
of Phang Nga bay and the 
distant town of Phuket, 
the open-sided interior is 
an outgoing, artistic and 
somewhat eccentric space 
that leads out to a comfy 
lounge area overlooking a 
crystal blue infinity pool.

Handpicked from one of the top restau-
rants in Canada – Toqué! The French-Ca-
nadian trained team brings their passion 
and expertise for Modern French cuisine 
to Thailand executing each dish with love 
and focusing whole-heartedly on flavor.

Adapting from the city hustle of Montreal 
to the sun-kissed shores of Thailand, the 
team takes a down-to-earth attitude and 
a culinary approach founded upon the 
backbone of Asian ingredients and local 
produce, the cooking remains unassum-
ing, and all the better for it. The ever-
evolving menu is complemented by an 
extensive wine list featuring quality wines 
and champagnes from around the world. 
The service is exacting and the highly 
personable staff help engineer a relaxed 
atmosphere at one of the Phuket’s most 
beloved establishments.

Long Lazy Lunch

Stemming from a philosophy that food is 
meant to be enjoyed together, Breeze at 
Cape Yamu’s signature ‘Long Lazy Lunch’ 
that takes place every Sunday focuses on 
the ‘sociability of eating’.

The menu for the ‘Long Lazy Lunch’ 
showcases the very best of French cuisine 
and takes strong inspiration from the 
family-style long lunches enjoyed on Sum-
mer afternoons all along the Cote D’Azur - 
This really is the closest thing you’ll find to 
a French Rivera-style lunch outside of the 
Mediterranean.

Arrive around Noon to panoramic views 
across Phang Nha Bay, a shaded wood-
covered terrace, a cool, open plan out-
door dining space, the friendliest staff and 
a warm, family-run vibe. You will be served 
freshly shucked oysters at the cocktail bar, 
along with drinks chilled to perfection.

Open Monday to Saturday from 12pm and 
on Sundays for lunch only.

+66 (0) 81 271 2320
breeze@capeyamu.com
www.breezecapeyamu.com

All NEw poolsidE 
louNgE ArEA for this 

sEAsoN

AN EvEr-
EvolviNg 

mENu 
crEAtEd by 
pAssioNAtE 
chEfs usiNg 

thE frEshEst 
locAl 

iNgrEdiENts

moNdAy-
sAturdAy

12pm-10pm

suNdAy
12pm-5pm

spEctAculAr suNsEt ANd sEA viEw 
pANorAmAs oN thE ExclusivE EAst 

coAst

+66 (0) 81-271-2320
brEEzE@cApEyAmu.com
brEEzEcApEyAmu.com

cocktAils
-

luNch
-

diNNEr



82

On the culinary side, the food here is 
gorgeous. Without appearing to advertise, 
you should try our Asian spiced pork 
roll or fat duck pizza; they will lift your 
taste buds to another level. My favourite 
handcrafted cocktails are Thai Tini and 
Mango Mojito, but I have to confess, even 
though I like many things, my love affair 
with champagne never fades. Imagine 
sitting here, taking in this lovely scenery, 
with mesmerising music and a glass of 
bubbly. Beach life will never be the same 
again.

What are the challenges of working at 
the beach club?

Well, this is a service industry. Service 
involves people. People do not always give 
100%. It is a fact that we cannot ignore. 
However, we just have to remain positive, 
energetic and fun — facing challenges 
with a smile in the Land of Smiles. 

You certainly seem to have a lot of 
passion for your work.

Yes I do indeed. I look forward to 
contribute to the success of Zazada 
Beach Club!  

Thank you very much for your time, 
Behjat.

Thank you for welcoming me to the 
Phuket beach club scene.

zazadabeachclub.com
passion@zazadabeachclub.com

Tell us more about it — you have me 
really interested now.

Well, Zazada lives up to its name, creating 
a new look, a new feel and a new taste 
to the beach club scene. Our roof is an 
abstract form of coconut fruits to keep 
us in touch with the surrounding natural 
environment. The red and silver colours 
represent the new dawn of the beach, 
instead of the usual white or blue. Our 
uniform is adorned with ancient Thai 
writings, blessing our friends, guests and 
everyone. We remain true and respectful 
to the traditions of Thailand.

zazada BeaCH CluB’s
BeHJat kanani

Bikinis & Martinis interviews 
Behjat Kanani, the charming 
new marketing director of 
Zazada Beach Club on Surin 
Beach.

From Persia to Phuket: how did that 
happen?

I came to visit my brother and his family, 
who were living on the island. Well, it 
was love at first sight — Thailand: white 
sand and blue sea. At the beginning, I 
was helping my brother in his restaurant; 
hosting, serving and even working in the 
kitchen on odd nights. Cooking comes 
natural to me. Do you want to challenge 
me? I’ll get into the Zazada kitchen one 
day and show you.

I’d like that very much. how did you 
come to join Zazada Beach Club and 
become the new face on Surin beach?

Zazada is an abstract word in Bali and in 
Sanskrit it means creation. A few years 
back, I took an afternoon walk on the 
beach with its creator. On the northern 
tip of Surin beach, there was this place 
with whiter-than-white sand, beautiful 
rock formations and coconut trees. It is 
not often you encounter nature in such a 
commanding form. It was so captivating, 
and that very day the idea of Zazada came 
to life. Do you believe in sixth sense? I 
knew that one day I would be working 
there, and here I am.
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Phuket’s Most Exciting & Stylish Contemporary Bakeries

Authentic & Stylish Contemporary Rotisseries

Authentic & Stylish Contemporary Italian Eateries

Authentic & Stylish Contemporary Sushi Bars

Authentic Rum Bar
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“combining my passion 
for photography, the 
adrenaline of formula 1, 
and building the absolute 
web-based reference for 
f1 data and statistics, 
i’m fortunate enough to 
have access to the inner 
sanctum of this amazing 
sport. So, apart from 
capturing the raging f1 
cars, while traveling to 
races across the globe, 
i have an opportunity to 
capture the “other” sexy 
and beautiful aspect of 
formula 1 … the diverse 
and stunning women of f1!

”

Reza Khalili

    www.gpguide.com
    www.rezak.com
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“When I started my personal 
training career I lost a lot of 
body fat and felt uncomfort-
able being a shapely woman 
with no breasts!”

I am Heather Scott-Hunter, 28 years old, 
originally from South Australia and live now 
on the Gold Coast in sunny Queensland 
after living in Switzerland, London and New 
York. I am the owner of Body Challenge 
Boot Camp (BCBC) on the GC! I value 
the importance of health and fitness, and 
that is why I am a personal trainer! It’s my 
passion in life. As a part-time freelance 
model, sports model and the face of Dana 
Carmont Bikinis, I am also a sponsored 
athlete with Australian Sports Nutrition, 
Bonita Fitness Wear and Green Tea X50. I 
am a super active kind of chick. I can often 
be seen skateboarding, surfing or training 
either alone or with my clients on some of 
the best beaches and parks in Australia!

What made you decide on breast 
enhancement? 

I have always been athletic but when I 
started my personal training career I lost 
a lot of body fat and felt uncomfortable 

being a shapely woman with no breasts! 
I chose to have breast enhancement to 
make me feel more feminine.

Can you describe the difference in all 
areas of life, before and after?

I can honestly say I have never looked 
back. I had the most amazing experience 
by going through CosMediTour and having 
surgery at Phuket International Hospital. 

I am now an ambassador for the com-
pany because I was so impressed, and 
it changed my life because it made me 
feel more confident in my body and less 
masculine. I am quite muscular and after 
surfing my whole life I grew strong chest 
muscles, and as a woman, who wants 
pecs anyway?  

I love wearing bikinis and dresses and 
having breast enlargement was the best 
decision ever! I feel like my body is now 
well proportioned, and I’m so happy with 
the final look.

Why did you choose Phuket and how 
did you find Phuket International hos-
pital?

I heard about Phuket International Hos-
pital through CosMediTour and felt very 

HeatHer sCott-Hunter:
plastiC surGery in pHuket

confident with the surgeons and the entire 
package. All my questions were answered 
and the price was right. I knew Thailand 
would be perfect, so I could holiday first 
then enjoy my recovery in a really beautiful 
place. The standard of care and expertise 
of the surgeons were brilliant; the hospi-
tals were very clean, and I was very well 
looked after. 

Describe your experience in Thailand 
including all the ups and downs

My overall experience in Thailand gets a 
big thumbs-up. From the airport transfers, 
hotels, my own personal assistant, cleanli-
ness of the hospital, after care and consul-
tations. That’s why I love talking to women 
about going over to Phuket because I can 
answer their questions or address any 
concerns some girls may have. 

I can truly say I have been very impressed 
with every aspect and will continue to 
speak highly of surgery in Thailand and 
how much having breast augmentation 
gave me personal satisfaction and inner 
contentment. Although I am athletic, I still 
feel feminine. 
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millions worldwide. Known as “The Master 
Shredder” and “Adam Scissor Hands”  
he’s worked with the biggest names in 
Hollywood and now has opened his first 
online-store to the worldwide market.

Each piece that is commissioned will 
be hand crafted by Adam himself then 
shipped to his customers anywhere on 
the planet. This is a first...a unique oppor-
tunity for all who have always wanted to 
get an amazing Adam Saaks original cut 
design but couldn’t. Now you just pick 
and click your design and in days it will 
be yours. 

adaM saaks

Adam Saaks is famous for 
his live T-shirt cutting per-
formances. He has made his 
mark in the fashion industry 
as one of the most unique tal-
ents the world has ever seen. 

Armed with only a pair of scissors, Adam 
has crisscrossed the globe wielding 
his razor sharp blades, spontaneously 
creating jaw-dropping designs in front of 

Adam was born and raised in San Jose, 
California. As a child he fell deeply in love 
with drawing free-hand, then in his late 
teens circa 1990, he moved to San Fran-
cisco and for the next decade he redirected 
his artistic eye to wardrobe styling. In 2001 
Adam relocated to Los Angeles where his 
lifetime of sketching and working with fab-
rics collided into the perfect marriage. The 
result…Adam Saaks Custom CuToure. 

For over twelve years Adam is continuous-
ly breaking new ground with his precision 
cuts and signature laddering technique. 
His designs remain timeless, one of a kind 
works of art. He’s been deemed the God-
father of the T-shirt cutting phenomenon 
and has a celebrity clientele that would 
wear out any red carpet as well as a cult 
following consisting of over 45,000,000 
viewers on YouTube and over 200,000 fol-
lowers on Instagram.

Celebrity clientele include Heidi Klum, 
Lenny Kravitz, Justin Timberlake, Katy 
Perry, Shakira, Eminem, Pink, Mel B, 
Nicole Ritchie, Britney Spears, Eva Lon-
goria, Alicia Keys, Keira Knightly, Karolina 
Kurkova, Jessica Simpson, Eve, Carmen 
Electra, Mariah Carey, Paris and Nicky Hil-
ton,, Hilary Duff, Heather Graham, Lindsay 
Lohan, Jessica Alba and many more...

adamsaaks.net

The Ebook, Love At First Cut is an autobiography of 
Adam Saaks' life with lots of epic stories...and images 
to match. A rare look inside on how Adam became 
the legendary T-shirt cutter he's known as today.  
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by ALEX SCO
LA

BLACK SAND BEACHES
they’re incredible, unusual, and for some reason always strike me as 
uncomfortable--i’m not sure why. the numerous black sand beaches of 
the world get their unique color from high concentrations of eroded lava 
and volcanic rock.

CAvE BEACHES
Where you have the eroding power of the ocean and an eternity for it to 
do its thing, you’re bound to find some caves, and (if you manage to catch 
them before they’re entirely claimed by the sea) some secret beaches in-
side those caves. the Secret Beach cave in mexico and the algarve cave 
Beach in Portugal are possibly the two best- known examples of these 
incredible hidden cave beaches.

Unique Beaches  of the World
WHITE SAND BEACHES
okay, so you probably have heard of white sand beaches (like those in the 
maldives, fiji, or most famously, hyams Beach in australia), but do you 
know where they come from? turns out, a majority of the white sands of 
the world are tiny bits of and coral that most likely accompanied seaweed 
and other things that the local fish were eating, and couldn’t be digested. 
or quartz.

PINK SAND BEACHES
there are actually quite a few pink sand beaches in the world, which i 
find shocking since i had never seen or heard of one. the pink sands 
come from the abundance of a special kind of foraminifera that live in tiny 
reddish-pink shells. When they die, these shells remain, and eventually 
wind up crushed and/or in the mix with the other bits of rocks and shells.

SEA SHELL BEACHES
growing up that kid perpetually on a mission to take home every sea shell 
i found at a beach, it’s probably a good thing my parents never took me to 
any of these. at places like Shell Beach in australia or Saint Barthelemy, 
Jeffreys Bay in South africa, and Sanibel island in florida, the coastline is 
pure shells. causes for the abundance of shells range from lack of preda-
tors leading to huge populations of shelled sea-critters, to unique geo-
graphic positioning that allows shells from all over to collect on the shores.

RED SAND BEACHES
When volcanic rock and 
large iron deposits collide 
with the eroding powers 
of the ocean, red sand 
beaches are born. there 
are three major red sand 
beaches in the world: kokkini 
Beach in greece, kaihalulu 
Beach in hawaii, and one in 
the galapagos.

ORANGE SAND 
BEACHES
though it is a rare occurrence, 
it does happen. Due to its high 
iron content but lack of volcanic 
rock bits darkening the sand, the 
coastline of ramla Bay in the mal-
tese islands is a bright orange.

GLASS BEACHES
or beach, rather. this incredible 
beach in fort Bragg, california 
was once a major dumping site for 
garbage from the nearby town. in 
the 60’s, the city shut “the Dump” 
down, and several restoration 
projects and environmental cleanup 
programs were instituted to clear the 
waste and debris. underneath all the 
detritus, they found an entire beach 
of polished sea glass.

GREEN SAND BEACHES
rarer still, there are two beaches in 
the world with green sand: Papakolea 
Beach in hawaii, and talofofo Beach in 
guam. these beaches get their unusual 
color from olivine crystals which are 
chipped off basalt deposits (most likely 
from underwater volcanoes). as the 
olivine crystals are much heavier than 
most minerals, they wash up onto coasts 
and are left behind when the tide pulls 
the lighter sands away.

BLUE SAND BEACHES
okay, so it’s not really the sand that’s glowing blue, but a host of 
bioluminescent phytoplankton scattered across the coastline on 
this island in the maldives. the glowing is driven by environmental 
stressors (like the crashing of the plankton onto the shores) and 
makes for one incredible sight.

GEOMETRIC ROCK BEACHES
Who says you need sand to have a beach? these striking pillars at 
the giants causeway in ireland appear to be way too precise to be 
natural, but are actually the product of basalt from hardened lava 
fracturing as it dried, leaving interlocked pillars that seem to have 
been etched by the ancients.

PURPLE SAND BEACHES
it is honestly a shame that all beaches aren’t this colorful. the ex-
otic purple sands of the Pfeiffer Beach (near california’s Pfeiffer Big 
Sur State Park) draw their unusual color from manganese garnet 
granules eroded from deposits littered throughout the region.
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p r e r n a s i n h a b r e o n e l ayk e l s e y o d e l l pa i g e h e l l i e r s t e p h i e  j o u s t r a

a i d a s a j a d i k e n d e l l b a k e re s t e l l e c u r d c h a r l o t t e m a r t i n tay l o r s m i t h

r e b e k a h c ly d e s d a l e c o r i n n a h o l l a m b yr a c h e l m i l l n s ta h l i a  k e r r i d g e n i k i  s i n g h

b e c k y h i n g s t o n m o n i q u e c o o l e ya b b y-l e e f r e e m a n l i a n a d a n i e l a a ly x p i va c

l o u i s e n e l s o n c h e h a n ya o’f l a h e r t ye r i c a d o r n z e ta f r a s e r b r e n n a wat s o n-pa u l

All contestants reported feeling safe and 
secure during their time in Thailand, and 
the warmth of the nation shone through in 
all the people they met.

Raga’s shots took in the beauty, not only 
of the contestants, but the splendour of 
Thailand, encompassing both urban and 
beach landscapes.

Meanwhile, Godfrey and his crew 
filmed behind the scenes for a travel 
documentary called Thailand 25/7 
together with footage of the Miss Universe 
New Zealand 2014 Grand Final, which 
was webcast internationally on September 
18, followed by a telecast on New 
Zealand’s Sky TV (to which a quarter of 
the country subscribes).

All 25 contestants posed for Raga during 
the different aspects of their stay, whether 
attending an official visit to the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs, appearing on national 
television, spending time with orphans and 
the disabled at the Father Ray Foundation, 
or visiting the various tourist attractions: 
Asiatique The Riverfront, Suan Sampran 
Riverside Thai Village, Central Embassy 
and the Queen Sirikit National Convention 
Centre in Bangkok, and the Sanctuary of 
Truth and the newly opened Thai Thani in 
Pattaya.

Prerna Sinha won the coveted spot on the 
front cover of the calendar, while Rachel 
Millns took the title of Miss Universe 
New Zealand 2014, crowned not only 
by her predecessor, Holly Cassidy, but 
by Miss Universe Thailand 2013, Chalita 
Yaemwannang.

Miss uniVerse 
neW zealand 2014

The Miss Universe New 
Zealand 2014 finalists headed 
to Thailand for their exclusive 
swimwear calendar, as part of 
a joint venture with the Royal 
Thai Embassy and Amazing 
Thailand.

Photographed by Alan Raga

Miss Universe New Zealand has shot a 
swimwear calendar in Thailand since the 
licence was awarded to the Miss New 
Zealand Consortium in 2013.

When the Consortium team took over, 
headed by Executive Director Nigel 
Godfrey and General Counsel Jack Yan, 
one area that they wanted to remove 
was the live swimwear segment. In their 
opinion, this was the most dated part of 
the whole event.

However, international rules still require it, 
so a swimwear shoot on a beach, with a 
closed set, became the best option for the 
live telecast that took place last October.

The Royal Thai Embassy in Wellington, 
New Zealand, and its ambassador, 
His Excellency Noppadon Theppitak, 
collaborated with Miss Universe New 
Zealand to ensure that Thailand was 
the chosen destination. With Amazing 
Thailand, the Tourism Authority of 
Thailand, an itinerary was created to host 
the contestants from 2013 on a five-star 
tour combined with a photo shoot.

This proved so successful for Thai–New 
Zealand relations that the ambassador 
and Amazing Thailand repeated the 
experience.

In the ambassador’s 2013 address, he 
dubbed the venture ‘beauty diplomacy’, 
since the contestants’ visit received more 
mainstream media attention in Thailand 
than any official visit by politicians, 
reaching audiences in the tens of millions.

In 2014, that proved to be no exception. 
This year the Hilton Sukhumvit, Bangkok 
and Camp Dara, the Beachfront Resort in 
Pattaya played host to the 25 contestants. 
Alan Raga was at the helm of the camera, 
while Honey & Co. and Surface Too 
Deep provided exclusive, New Zealand-
designed swimwear.

This venture continues to enhance the 
strong Thai–New Zealand relationship built 
up by Ambassador Noppadon Theppitak, 
especially as trade and cultural exchanges 
between the two nations continue to 
grow, helped undoubtedly at the most 
visible level, by the ambassador’s vision of 
‘beauty diplomacy’. This venture continues 
to enhance the strong Thai–New Zealand 
relationship built up by Ambassador 
Noppadon Theppitak, especially as trade 
and cultural exchanges between the 
two nations continue to grow, helped 
undoubtedly at the most visible level, 
by the ambassador’s vision of ‘beauty 
diplomacy’, Chalita Yaemwannang.

The venture continues the strong 
Thai–New Zealand relationship that 
Ambassador Noppadon Theppitak 
has built up, especially as trade and 
cultural exchanges between the two 
nations continue to grow. It is continued 
to be helped, at the most visible level, 
by the ambassador’s vision of ‘beauty 
diplomacy’.

®



94

I remember the moment that the idea 
for Bodyscapes® came to me. I was 
thinking that the shape and structure 
of the universe repeated itself at every 
level and suddenly I had the image in 
my mind of a skier going down a breast. 
This was it - the universe repeating its 
shapes - a body looking like a mountain. 
It was also an example of two realities 
coexisting. The picture could be seen as 
a landscape and it could also be seen as 
a body. Although they were different, both 
perceptions were right at the same time. 
I knew instantly that I had an entire series 
of images waiting to be captured on film.

Within a week or two I had my first mod-
el and began shooting. I was a complete 
newcomer in the world of art. I had never 
taken a course in photography, art, or art 
history, and had no idea that other peo-
ple had ever thought of the similarity of 
bodies and landscapes. So I approached 
the project with naive energy, convinced 
that I was breaking new ground with 
each exposure.

I created these images by placing toys 
and miniatures on the body and shooting 
the picture as a single exposure. I knew it 
was possible to produce multiple exposure 
images such as photo montages, but felt 
that if it were to appear real to the viewer, 
it had to actually be real at some level...
with the figure and the body together at 
the same time. Furthermore, I didn’t want 
to resort to camera or darkroom tricks as 
that would make the work less credible.

Enjoy a new perspective on 
the human form and see the 
world as never before. The 
unique landscapes are cre-
ated by Allan photographing 
toys and miniature “people” 
directly on the human body

People often ask me where the idea 
for my Bodyscapes® originated. I have 
to confess that it didn’t come from an 
interest in photographing nudes or from 
studio photography. Self taught as a 
photographer, I was originally trained 
as a social psychologist. Bodyscapes® 
evolved from my study of psychology.

During the 70’s I was involved in teach-
ing and academic counseling at the 
University of Pennsylvania, and had 
volunteered as a drug counselor at a free 
clinic in Philadelphia. I had begun to feel 
that traditional academic psychology 
wasn’t really addressing the issues of 
the inner journey or the way in which we 
view the world.

Books on consciousness, mysticism, 
meditation, drug experiences and altered 
realities were just beginning to make it 
into popular culture. As a result, my in-
terests began to evolve and my teaching 
became less traditional. I began teaching 
my students to meditate. We were read-
ing the Tao Te Ching, The Bhagavad-
Gita, books by Ram Dass, Carl Rogers. 
Castenada, Huxley, Watts and others. 
The concepts of altered realities, subjec-
tive reality, and mystical consciousness 
were becoming a part of my thinking.

I wanted to demonstrate in art the ideas 
that I was studying and teaching. The 
theme that occupied my thoughts was 
one of multiple realities. I had read 
many accounts of adventures in mysti-
cal consciousness and was certain that 
the most basic concept to understand 
and accept is that two realities can exist 
simultaneously. Both can be correct even 
though each is different. In 1975 I turned 
to photography as the medium to illus-
trate the coexistence of two realities.

allan teGer’s BodysCapes®

Over the years I have discovered that art 
can be fun and serious at the same time. 
I have always believed that in the end 
an artist needs to communicate to the 
viewer, and involve them in the work to 
complete the experience. I feel that my 
art is complete when a viewer reacts to 
it. I have enjoyed creating Bodyscapes® 
and I enjoy sharing them with others and 
seeing their response.

It is always fun and interesting to see 
people discover for the first time, that 
the landscapes that they were looking at 
were really human bodies. Some people 
never see it until their friends point it 
out to them. Some look at the whole 
collection and then ask me what I mean 
by “Bodyscapes”®, or ask me which 
mountains I photographed. It’s hard to 
keep a straight face as they puzzle over 
the photographs - knowing they are 
missing something and looking for clues 
to the answer.

Most of the Bodyscapes®  were shot with 
a medium format Mamiya RB67 and either 
Tri-X or T-Max film. The regular edition 
Bodyscapes®  are printed on Ilford Mul-
tigrade paper, and the collector’s edition 
is printed on Agfa Classic 118 fiber paper. 
Bodyscape®  photographs are issued 
as signed and numbered limited edition 
prints. My camera is a medium format 
Mamiya RB67.

bodyscapes.com
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Luxury Villa Vacation Homes & Suites in Laguna Phuket

Set around a hidden lagoon – at the heart of it all yet delightfully tucked away – outrigger 
laguna Phuket resort and villas puts the ‘Pearl of the andaman’ at your fingertips. find 
all the comfort, service and worry-free spirit of a luxury resort paired with the space and 
privacy of your favorite vacation home.

Situated within the larger laguna Phuket Destination resort, the suites and villas unfold over 
a luscious green landscape. take advantage of the many restaurants, excursions, shops, 
spas and other amenities of this unique resort community, and explore the many exciting 
facets of visiting Phuket. or simply relax in the luxurious privacy of a multi-bedroom pool 
villa – the choice is yours.  

outriggerthailand.com

If we then turn to how this applies to 
leases, the law itself does not define 
a lease (or what the law refers to as a 
“hire of property”) as a “personal right”. 
However, a lease can, in some instances, 
be interpreted as being “purely personal” 
by the nature of a given lease transaction. 
Lessors surely have an interest in who 
leases their property. This is why apart-
ment owners, for example, screen their 
potential lessees before entering into an 
agreement with them. They want to ensure 
that the person they choose will handle 
the property with care. This is recognized 
by the law. Section 544 of the CCC pro-
vides that: “Unless otherwise provided by 
the contract of hire, a hirer cannot sublet 
or transfer his rights in the whole or part of 
the property hired to a third person.” Thus, 
the law assumes that the lessee’s rights 
are of a purely personal nature to the les-
sor, that the lessor would not allow such 
rights to anyone else. A Supreme Court of 
Thailand case confirms this understanding 
of the law [Dika No. 1008/2537 (1994)]; 
and we agree with that understanding. 

However, the law also recognizes that this 
starting assumption may not be applica-
ble in every case . . . “unless otherwise 
provided by the contract.” There was no 
such provision in the lease contract at 
issue in the Supreme Court case cited 
above; there was no “otherwise provided” 
option for the lessee to assign the lease to 
anyone the lessee wished without further 
consent from the lessor. 

The law allows that a lease agreement can 
provide otherwise. By entering into an as-
signment (“succession clause”, in the case 
of inheritance) in a lease agreement, the 
lessor surrenders the protection afforded 
to him under Section 544 of the CCC 
that forbids any third party not specifi-

lease inHeritanCe in
tHailand

Good news, despite what you 
may have heard .  . .
 . . . your heir CAN inherit 
your lease in Thailand
At that moment, a clan of students marched 
over to my table. I didn’t realize it at the time 
but they had been scheming. The leader of 
the crew approached me with a smirk; as 
if she was plotting this moment of awk-
wardness with glee — part out of love, and 
maybe a little out of spite. She handed me a 
microphone and with no further words — it 
was clear… it was my birthday, and I was 
being dared to get up and sing.

“Your heir cannot inherit your leased land 
(or for that matter, villa, or a condominium 
lease) because Thai law does not allow 
for it.” For a leaseholder who would like to 
pass on their lease rights to their heir this 
opinion would be understandably disturb-
ing -- if true. However, it is not. 

It is well known that ownership of land by 
foreigners in Thailand is restricted. Thus, 
a long-term leasehold is often the best 
option for a foreigner to invest in land. It 
is argued that if a lessee dies during the 
lease term, any heir of such a lessee is 
not legally entitled to inherit the remaining 
lease term. The provisions of the Civil and 
Commercial Code of Thailand (“CCC”) that 
regulate leases in Thailand are silent as to 
whether or not a lease may be inherited 
-- they do not say it can, nor do they say it 
cannot. Thus, we need to look elsewhere, 
first to the provisions of law that regulate 
inheritance and then see how they apply 
to the provisions that regulate leases. 

Inheritance or “succession” is regulated by 
Section 1599ff of the CCC. Section 1599 
of the CCC states that “[w]hen a person 
dies, his estate devolves on the heirs.” 
Section 1600 of the CCC then goes on 
to define the “estate” as follows: “Subject 
to the provisions of this Code, the estate 
of a deceased includes his properties of 
every kind, as well as his rights, duties and 
liabilities, except those which by law or by 
their nature are purely personal to him.” 
[emphasis added]. The reason for this 
exception is that rights and duties always 
implicate the party on the other end of 
the deceased’s right and duty. If such a 
party agreed to grant a right or undertake 
a duty to the deceased, specifically with 
the intent of doing so with that particu-
lar person, that right and duty is “purely 
personal” and should not be given to or 
put upon an heir. Therefore, in order to be 
inheritable, a lease must not be a “purely 
personal” right. 

cally chosen by the lessor to become the 
new lessee. The lessor agrees with the 
lessee that the right that he is providing 
to the lessee is not a personal right – they 
“otherwise provide” that the lease is not 
“purely personal”, that the lessor does not 
need the law’s presumptive protection to 
control who possesses the property under 
the lease. In other words: with such a pro-
vision the parties “un- personalize” a lease 
and, therefore, make it inheritable. 

In closing it should also be noted that: 
1) the Supreme Court of Thailand has 
specifically agreed with our interpretation 
of Thai law as detailed above with regard 
to the inheritability of lease rights (see: 
Dika (Thai Supreme Court) Ruling no. 
100/2531); and 

2) so has the Land Department of Thailand 
for almost fifty years now. The Depart-
ment’s administrative regulations allow for 
the registration of transfer of real estate 
to an heir as the “new” lessee where the 
lease provides that the lessor and original 
lessee “otherwise agreed” that the lease 
would be freely assignable to the lessee’s 
heir (see: Land Department No: Mor Tor 
0608/ Wor 6475: 15 August 1967). 

Olaf Duensing and Jerrold Kippen are 
partners in DUENSING KIPPEN, an inter-
national law firm specializing in business 
and real estate transactions and dispute 
resolution matters, with offices in Bangkok 
and Phuket, Thailand and affiliated offices 
in 45 other countries. 
Visit them at: duensingkippen.com 
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paul ropp

Fashion designer Paul Ropp 
(Brooklyn, NY) celebrated his 
70 something birthday in the 
middle of the jungle @ Red 
Lounge in Phuket.

Many years ago, a wise old couple told 
Paul Ropp that if you take two minuses 
and combine them, you can create 
a positive. Thus was born the latest 
projection of the man of many colours; 
Paul Ropp.

Famously, he describes his label as 
clothing for those who prefer to go 
naked but that belies the fact that there 
is a lot more to it. His clothes begin life 
in homes in India where each piece of 
fabric may pass through five hands, in 
five different villages, before it arrives to 
be sewn in Bali.

A few years ago, Paul recognised that 
Phuket was a sister island to Bali, filled 
with travellers who shared a common 
sensibility with his Bali customers; 
educated, well travelled clients who 
take a global view to fashion, freedom 
and their homes. He shuns the “hippy” 
label and instead refers to his clients as 
those who love clothes that give them 
freedom, float on the body, glow with 
sunshine and positivity. It is a unique 
approach to fashion, one he shares 
himself. He is his own best client.

Branching into home furnishing as an 
art form,was an epiphany of sorts for 
the creative who still struggles with dis-
cipline and focus despite having built an 
internationally recognized brand.

While continuing to watch over his Bali 
stores and galleries from his factory in 
Kerobokan, Bali, including his new Paul 
Ropp Home Gallery in Jimbaran, he 
now works with many of the leading five 
star resorts in Thailand, including Four 
Seasons, Anantara, Six Senses and Ritz 
Carlton. Seventeen outlets in all.

paulropp.com
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motive : To make babies, to feel good, 
or because you’re in love. Today, sexual 
behaviors seem to have taken on many 
different psychological, social, cultural, 
even religious meanings. 

Yet, some sexologists say, at the most 
basic level, there is only one true reason 
people seek sex: we are programmed to 
do so. Yet, our sexuality and the various 
forms of communication that are based on 
the attraction for sex are much more than 
a mere reflex. They are the expression of 
our need for affirmation and liberation. 

However, when we look at how sexuality 
is staged by the pop icons that believe 
that provocation means cash, we can 
only be astounded by the simplicity of 
the message : look at Madonna, Shakira, 
and as we go along it gets worse, look 
at the poor Miley Cyrus, the line between 
an erotic evocation and a complete 
pornographic put off has disappeared. 
And when one thinks of the teenagers her 
music is crafted for, you cannot help but 
imagine how terrified one of them would 
be if he were locked in a room with his idol 
doing that. In any case it is impossible to 
ignore the hint: dirty is cool.

Of course, this theory of attraction/
repulsion is probably not a general rule 
for all sexual behaviors, but it is eloquent 
to notice that the “dirtiness” of sex is at 
the center of all extremes. Whether it is in 
an extremely moral (or religious) ambient, 
where sex is only considered in its strictly 
reproductive function, or in the most “rock 
and roll” fashion, where it is the ultimate 
horizon of our most decadent impulses, 
sex is either appallingly or deliciously and 
inevitably DIRTY.

Feel free to contact Nigel at 
nigelquequette@gmail.com for any 
questions you might have.

me-ups” like sugary drinks, coffees and 
sweets, leading to adrenal exhaustion and 
even chronic fatigue. That in turn stops 
you from getting enough exercise (even 
enough movement-based activities), you 
lose muscle (not fat) and you can’t burn as 
much energy without activity and without 
muscles – your chances of losing weight 
are slim (pun not intended).

So to help you, here I offer my 5 pointers 
for losing weight and feeling good, which 
I have been recommending to my Yoga 
students for over 10 years:

1. Never diet. Use online tests to learn 
about your Primal Pattern Type and learn 
to choose the right foods.
2. Eat high-quality foods and drink 
water. Preferably, your meals are not 
cooked from frozen, but based on high-
quality, organic and fresh foods. Eat 
your meals at regular hours and stick to 
portions of modest size. Drink plenty of 
water, a general guideline is: your body 
weight in kilograms x 0.033 will give you 
the amount of liters per day (that’s half 
your body weight in ounces).
3. Walk. Do hatha Yoga. Breathe. 
Moving will keep you away from sitting, 
that’s good! Physical Yoga will keep all 
systems of the body in optimum condition. 
Conscious breathing calms the over-
thinking mind and heals the emotional 
heart.
4. go to sleep early and wake up early. 
That’s easy: sleep by 10:30 pm, get up 
at 6:30 am. Those sleeping hours follow 
the natural hormonal cycle and lead to 
a balanced state of living. The correct 
sleeping times are one of the most 
underestimated weight-loss techniques. 
Try it for a week, and see what happens.
5. Come to my Yoga studio to talk to 
me! I will be able to help you more, in a 
more customized way.

Since 2006, Tomasz has been helping 
locals and travelers in Phuket feel better. 
You can find Tomasz at his Warm Yoga 
studio, located in Baan Wana, on the main 
road in Cherngtalay, Thalang, or online at 
yogaevolutionphuket.com

In the same sort of logic, is this equation 
of the “off the track” games valid also 
for what is not purely physical but 
psychologically decadent? In his recent 
confession, a gay man describes how, 
for the first time in his life, he wanted to 
experience having paid sex. He didn’t 
particularly enjoy the idea of “owning” 
someone, rather he expected that money 
would bring him a 5 star experience. 
Instead, exactly the opposite happened:
“The young man arrived at my house 
and I had put the money on the table 
for him to see it. It was a comfortable 
amount, more than he had asked for, I 
was expecting that it would put him in 
an agreeable mood. I also expressed as 
much politeness and respect as I could, 
probably because I wanted to forget that 
he was here as part of a deal, in fact I 
wanted him to like me. 

Although there was a warm conversation 
with some jokes before we got into 
action, what I felt during sex was indeed 
a novelty. There was a barrier that made 
it obvious that we were not together. Just 
as my money made him just a purchase, 
he could not possibly see me as a person. 
As we moved on, I could only sense the 
total coldness of the situation, it was 
out of question that he felt anything near 
pleasure, and for that matter, to please me 
in return was not his purpose. I realized 
that the goal of this situation was only 
the staging of disgust, that this was what 
it was meant to be. I realized that paid 
sex was probably just a game of self-
depreciation, just another staging of dirty 
is sexy, only this time the decay is not 
organic.”

From pleasure to procreation, insecurity 
to inquisitiveness, the reasons for taking a 
roll in the hay seem to vary as much as the 
terms for the deed itself. We talk about it 
more freely, and we’re doing it more often 
too. It’s a stark contrast from historical 
assumptions, which cited only three sexual 

keeps my body off balance. Not what I 
want for my weight-loss plan! By the way, 
in my own experience of educating myself 
to eat the right foods, I found Dr. Weston 
Price’s work tremendously helpful – his 
“Primal Pattern Type” tests are available 
online, and I’d recommend for you to do 
them. You can determine whether you’re 
a protein-, carbohydrate- or mixed-type 
eater and therefore more correctly adjust 
your daily food choices.

Also, a couple more important things.
One: eating too many carbohydrates for 
my metabolic type and lack of exercise 
contribute to insulin resistance in the body 
and what is medically called Syndrome-X. 
Extra calories end up in fat cells mostly 
stored around the mid-section, and from 
there expand to other areas of the body 
(usually thighs and upper arms, then 
beyond). Those of us who are having 
coffee and toast for breakfast, a sandwich 
or bagel for lunch, and then hungry-for-
dinner, we stuff our face with pasta and 
cake – our mid-sections will be big and 
getting bigger.

Two: skipping meals (even one meal!) 
leads to an increase of fat-storing 
enzymes, especially in women, but also 
in men. When the fat-storing enzymes 
increase, the fat-burning enzymes 
decrease! Skipping meals may be a 
dramatic opposite of what we want for 
weight-loss.

Certainly, putting stress on your body with 
too much carbs for your metabolic type 
and upsetting the balance of the blood 
sugar by skipping meals – leaves you 
tired. Therefore, you will resort to “pick-

laWs oF reJeCtion : 
a tHeory oF attraCtion

neVer diet!
My WeiGHt loss seCrets 

In the French language, 
sexual matters are often 
referred to as “cochon” which 
would translate into “piggy” 
implying that sex is well… 
dirty. Oh? Is it really? “Only 
when it’s being done right” 
once said Woody Allen. 

This quote seems to have inspired 
scientists who led an experiment to 
determine if sexual stimulus altered our 
perception of what is “disgusting”. One 
has to admit that out of context, certain 
things like secretions, sweat, odours and 
more become totally unattractive. Yet, 
during this experiment, a group of men 
and women were confronted to a series 
of tasks considered dirty. Some of these 
tasks had clear sexual connotations, but 
most of them were commonly admitted 
as “put offs”. Before the experiment 
however, half of the group was presented 
with a video about parachuting, the other 
half with a porn movie. Obviously, our 
scientists made their point :  all sexual 
connotations, no matter how extreme, 
were perceived as less “outrageous” by 
the group stimulated by the porn movie 
than by the other group, and all the more, 
they were also less disgusted by the non-
sexual tasks they had been confronted to. 

Sex is the intimate playground for adults to 
take their freedom as far as they can, and 
always further beyond the limits of what is 
admitted by common morale and culture. 
Sex is transgression. It seems that it is the 
territory where we can liberate ourselves 
from all the codes we need to respect in 
our lives as “social beings”. And one of 
the first things we are taught as growing 
children, that make us become part of the 
civilized community is to be clean. 

A more Freudian approach would 
underline the fact that the first valuable 
thing that comes from our mother is an 
organic emanation. Just as we receive 
milk from her breast for survival and 
pleasure, we consider our own organic 
emanations as a gift in return. Why 
then are they received with a sneer and 
contemptuous statements of disgust? If 
you accept the idea that our very early 
childhood contains the seeds of our 
adult sexual behaviors, you may start to 
understand why dirty is sexy. 

You may be surprised to 
know that as a Yoga teacher, 
one of the most common 
questions which my students 
ask me is not how to clear 
the mind for meditation – it is 
how to lose weight!

Of course, I empathize and understand. 
I’ve been consistently happy, slim and 
healthy and to add to my credence, I can 
tell you that today at the age of 42, I wear 
the same size Levi’s 501 jeans as I did 
in high school – haha). No wonder that 
people often ask me, “Tomasz, what do 
you eat?” I understand that question as 
“How can I lose weight?”

Please let me clearly state my opinion 
before we go further into details: if you 
want to lose weight and permanently 
keep it off, calorie-restricted diets don’t 
work!

There are more than 2,000 diet books 
out there and each time I see one, I run 
a small experiment. I put the name of the 
author into Google Image. The photos of 
the writer come up and guess what: rarely 
do I see a thin-healthy-happy-looking 
person there! Try it.

You must have tried already some sort of 
a diet before, if you’re reading this article 
– most likely, you tried a plan based on 
counting and restricting calories. I have 
to tell you: it’s not how much we eat, it’s 
what we eat that makes the weight-losing 
difference.

The good news is that in order to lose 
weight, you don’t have to punish yourself 
with calorie-burning hours in the gym or 
starve yourself, either.
You will need to learn to bring your body 
back to its optimal level by eating right 
and living a more balanced lifestyle.

“I went on a 10-day diet and all I lost 
was 10 days.”

The worst thing about calorie-restricting 
eating plans is that in the long run they 
disrupt your hormonal health. If I am eating 
too much carbohydrates (carbohydrate-
based foods include fruits, vegetables, 
grain-based products and legumes) for 
my body type, or if I am skipping meals – I 
am putting stress on my body in terms of 
blood sugar highs and lows, which in turn 
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Bodypaint creates a special 
connection to a person that 
other visual art forms have 
trouble accomplishing; it’s a 
distinctly human experience.
My surface is living, breathing human 
beings making this a highly relevant 
& immediate medium. I use non-toxic 
hypoallergenic paint applied with a brush 
or airbrush. The painting is temporary, 
like a Tibetan sand painting, beginning to 
change into another work as soon as I stop 
painting, changing texture & color.

For this reason highly intentional 
photography has become an important 
part of documenting my work. I collaborate 
closely with photographers to make sure 
I share the same perspective eye as the 
technology.

Likewise, I work with my human canvases 
on poses, creating new opportunities 
for line & form. My work is sometimes 
experienced live as an installation, for 
example, at museums, or preserved 
through photographs as limited edition fine 
art prints.

I love the double-take people do as they 
look at my work. It’s this reaction that 
ignited my recent human motorcycle 
project to go internationally viral in the 
media.

I apprenticed under world renown 
bodypainter Craig Tracy at his gallery in 
New Orleans. I have a B.A. in film & worked 
in the art department in Hollywood on 
major films & tv shows before finding my 
current medium.

Awards

First Place- Installation Art Award, World 
Bodypaint Festival 2014.
Addy’s- Several First Place Awards “Human 
Motorcycle Project” 2013.
Visual Artist of the Year- Raw San Jose 2012.

trinamerryartist.com

trina Merry
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Sometimes I think I’m a bit too innocent 
for my own good, and I was reminded of 
this one night when a Thai girl offered me 
her number on a piece of paper. She had 
already neatly written out her name and 
number. My first thought was that I wanted 
to run home, open up Photoshop and 
design her some decent looking business 
cards. Then the penny dropped and my 
face went bright red. 

Only time will tell what my most vivid 
memory of Thailand will be but, as 
everyone tells me, one thing is certain, 
there will be a happy ending.

kenteastwood.com

the hotel. Do you know what happens 
to your head if it hits the pavement at 
60 kilometres an hour? Trust me, it’s not 
going to be good. When I first arrived here 
I found such sights shocking, but two 
months on it seems normal, and I don’t 
think about it much. Is that why travelling 
is so wonderful — because you see the 
world through the eyes of a first timer? 
If you stay somewhere long enough to 
feel like a local, you stop seeing your 
surroundings with new eyes.

It’s hard to not love a tuk-tuk. You see 
them and know you’re in Asia. It makes 
you want to buy a fresh coconut and 
snap a quick selfie with a tuk-tuk in the 
background. If you can manage to get 
a tuk-tuk, a coconut and the beach all 
into the one selfie then you’ll definitely 
get bonus jealousy points on Facebook. 
(Let’s face it, what’s Facebook for, besides 
making your friends jealous?)

Some local friends invited me to the 
blessing of their new office block. The 
monks arrive in varying shades of orange 
and sit in a row and begin their prayers. 
Prayer is beautiful and peaceful to listen 
to, but the situation reminds me of being a 
kid in church, you know, those situations 
when you are supposed to be quiet and 
still. It’s times like these when the smallest 
things suddenly seem very amusing, and 
you want to start laughing. I can hear my 
Dad’s booming voice in my mind saying: 
“Settle down there son.”

Airports are the same all 
over the world. There is very 
little cultural difference to be 
experienced at an airport. I 
always laugh a little when I 
hear someone tell me that 
a particular city has a great 
airport. You don’t see cultural 
differences until you are 
staring out from the window 
of your cab en route to your 
hotel, wondering if it’s jet lag 
you’re feeling or just lack of 
sleep.

The first things I saw from my cab window 
in Thailand were those crazy power lines; 
I’ve had to endure many a family slide 
show that featured pictures of those 
power lines but nothing prepares you for 
the chaos in real life. How could someone 
ever fix an electrical problem? They must 
have a system figured out because things 
seem to work most of the time. Then later 
that evening I was walking to a local bar 
with a new friend, when I heard some of 
those huge transformers on the power 
poles buzzing and throwing out blue 
sparks. I thought that sort of thing only 
happened in those Nightmare on Elm 
Street movies my older brother made me 
watch when I was a kid. Somehow the 
sound of those power lines buzzing in the 
dark instantly brought back that childhood 
fear and the eerie soundtrack. I glanced 
over my shoulder but Freddy Krueger, the 
crazy bus driving character with the burn 
scarred face, is nowhere to be seen.

The sound of the buzzing power lines 
changed, and I braced myself for an 
explosion of electrical fireworks but 
realised it was the sound of a scooter 
trying to make it up the hill behind us with 
four people on it: none of them wearing 
helmets.

I very proudly got my motorcycle licence 
a few years ago and spent the summer 
cruising up the coast of Australia. To 
get your bike licence in Australia there’s 
endless amounts of safety courses you 
have to take, and to be fair, they are very 
good and teach you to be a safe rider. I 
remember hearing myself gasp as I looked 
out from the cab window on the way to 
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are batteries included?
Scrooser comes equipped with a Lithium-
Ion battery that is very efficient, mainte-
nance free and lightweight. While in Eco 
mode, one battery charge will last an 
estimated 25 days in the urban environ-
ment. The battery cells are stored in an 
external case underneath the footboard. 
Either you charge it right at the Scrooser or 
it can be taken out in order to plug it into 
an ordinary outlet. A LED display shows the 
state of charge. It takes about three hours 
to charge the battery with the standard 
charger. We also will be offering a quick 
charger that only needs 1.5 hours to com-
pletely fill the battery (~500 load cycles).

What’s so special about the frame?
A big challenge during the development of 
the Scrooser was the frame geometry. The 
frame basically consists of two parts. Each 
half is formed from one piece by a process 
called “free-form 3D bending”. The enor-
mous stability is generated through the 
short successive radii and a high-strength 
aluminum alloy. This also raises the degree 
of difficulty during the manufacturing 
process. Therefore the frame including the 
fork only weighs 6lbs.

Is there scrooser security?
Each Scrooser has an ignition lock. When 
the key is removed a motor blockage 
triggered so it cannot be rolled away. In 
addition, underneath the seat you can find 
a high quality steel cable lock embedded 
into the frame. Just pull it out and place 
around a fence or something secure and 
turn the key in the frame. When you are 
ready to ride, simply push the lock back 
into the frame. We will also offer an inte-
grated GPS receiver that notifies you when 

The Scrooser was nominated 
in the category “mobility” for 
the GreenTec Awards, which 
honors pioneers who are com-
mitted to a more environmen-
tally conscious future.

how does the scrooser ride?
The width of the tires gives the Scrooser 
its characteristic look and style that let you 
enjoy this special riding experience like 
going surfing or snowboarding through the 
city streets.

how fast is scrooser speed?
A perfect pace for maneuvering through the 
city among pedestrian filled sidewalks is 
around 6 mph, but feel free to race cyclists 
on bike paths at a maximum speed of up 
to 15 mph.

What is an impulse drive?
The intelligent impulse drive provides elec-
tric power support augmenting the amount 
of physical force the foot has pushed off 
the ground with. The impulse drive kicks 
in automatically when a speed of 2 mph 
or greater is reached. After it kicks in, it 
pauses until you release another impulse 
(again with whatever amount of force your 
foot has pushed off the ground with). The 
interval between the pushing impulses 
depends on the riding situation you’re in, 
and whenever you apply the brakes, the 
motor is automatically disengaged.

how powerful is scrooser?
The engine (48 V; 1000 W; electrics 48 V; 
20 Ah) is a direct drive motor integrated 
into the rear wheel rim, which means 
that there are no gear belts, linkages or 
any other additional elements that could 
break. The system is nearly maintenance 
free and very quiet. Characteristics of the 
custom-built brushless electric hub motor 
feature electric controls using high quality 
neodymium magnets. Brushless hub mo-
tors create the hinge moment where it is 
needed – exactly at the spinning rim and 
in the wheel, so no additional space is re-
quired on the frame body. Also, thanks to 
the brushless hub motor design, you will 
have to worry about any shortages that 
usually appear among back-geared mo-
tors like noises from the gearbox, oil loss, 
etc. Furthermore, the operating distance 
increases significantly because a gear or a 
mechanical differential does not influence 
the efficiency of the engine.

your Scrooser gets stolen and makes it 
easier to track and find it through your 
smart phone.

What are the scrooser colors?
The handlebars and footboard come in a 
matte charcoal gray while the rims and the 
motor casing remain dark silver. The seat 
is coated with rugged corrugated synthetic 
leather and Scrooser emblem embossed 
on its backside. Stay tuned for some up-
dates concerning the final 4 color combina-
tions along with the special 5th kickstarter 
color combo that backers will given the 
chance to vote on it along with its name.

Does my scrooser need a kickstand?
Actually the tires are so fat that when 
you step off, Scrooser remains standing 
in place. However for extremely uneven 
terrain and for occasional curious (but 
clumsy) onlooker, we integrated a double 
kickstand that can be effortlessly swung in 
and out through a spring mechanism hid-
den underneath the footboard.

Can the scrooser see at night?
Scrooser comes with daytime running 
lights that consist of white LEDs in front 
and red LEDs in the back which act as 
rear reflector.

scrooser.com

tHe sCrooser:
tHe deFinition oF Cool
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phuket charitieS

Phuket Has Been Good To Us 

the foundation is a registered thai charity which places qualified, 
native english-speaking teachers in thai classrooms. our teachers 
promote each child’s personal development and encourage growth 
and confidence with english language education. We supply the 
basic tools to provide for a higher quality of life and enhanced eco-
nomic opportunities. the foundation teaches english as part of the 
thai curriculum to over 600 students in two schools in Phuket.

We also run an after school and weekend program called coconut 
club for 142 students who live at kamala School (who are orphans 
or whose families are not able to take care of them). Without coco-
nut club, these children would not be given the opportunity to play 
or even leave the school grounds. after school, the children can 
come to the club to work on arts and crafts or simply play. at the 
weekends we run a swim, sports and golf club as well as photogra-
phy and arts projects.

located at kamala.

www.phukethasbeengoodtous.org

phuket charitieS

Phuket sunshine village

in the aftermath of the the tsunami that hit Phuket on the 26.12.04, 
members of the lions club of Phuket andaman Sea decided to be 
involved in a longer term project to help the victims of the tragedy. 
helping children in need became the main objective of the club, and 
the idea of creating a village slowly became to grow.the fund raising 
began in earnest and the response was overwhelming. the lions 
club decided to contact “child Watch Phuket”, a local organization 
in excess of 10 years experience in child care and protection. child 
Watch Phuket were pleased to join forces with the lions club of 
Phuket andaman Sea to bring the charity project to reality, and run 
it for years to come. 

the Phuket Sunshine village was opened on in June 2007 by the 
governor of Phuket. the village is now home to over 100 children in 
need from Phuket and surrounding provinces.

located on Sireh island.

www.phuketsunshinevillage.org

phuket charitieS

The rotary club Patong Beach 

the rotary club of Patong Beach has been helping provide medical 
care and education for the many needy children in Phuket and along 
the andaman coast for over fourteen years. their many programs 
have provided scholarships for over 300 students, medical care for 
young kids who would otherwise not have access to needed care, 
and helped fund a pre-school, a clinic, and clean water for moken 
children on a remote island. 

their current programs include funding a school in Phuket for chil-
dren of Burmese migrant workers who would otherwise be denied 
any education at all. 100% of all funds raised by the rotary club go 
directly to the beneficiaries. Watch for future rotary club of Patong 
Beach fundraising events and come along to help them help the 
needy children of Phuket and the west coast.

located in Patong Beach.

www.rotarypatong.org

phuket charitieS

soi Dog

Soi Dog was founded in 2003 by margot homburg Park and John 
and gill Dalley. Phuket was growing rapidly at the time and the stray 
dog population was increasing at a fast pace. Witnessing the suffer-
ing endured by street animals John, gill and margot held Soi Dog’s 
first clinics utilizing volunteer vets from overseas. Nearly 11 years on 
and Soi Dog have sterilized over 66,000 dogs and cats in Phuket and 
thailand which is a huge accomplishment. 

Soi Dog has always been known for sterilization and treatment of ani-
mals but did you know the shelter in mai khao has nearly 400 dogs 
and dozens of cats available for adoption? many of these dogs and 
cats will live out the rest of their lives at the shelter unless we help 
them find their forever homes. all our dogs and cats are sterilized, 
vaccinated and free to good homes. We adopt locally and overseas 
so if you are considering a feline or canine to join your family please 
contact cristy@soidog.org or on 093 685 1332. 

located in mai khao.

www.soidog.org



Godsother people’s  
Mr Bloom led a blameless life until he saw Ganesha. Some people do. 

Some, like Mr Bloom, go to ophthalmic college at their mother’s 
insistence although in their hearts they had 

yearned to travel to far-off lands. 

SHORT STORY BY NAOMI ALDERMAN

Some, like him, dream of spice islands 
and dusky maidens but settle for Telma 
stock cubes and the buxom daughter of 
the retiring optician, Mr Lefkowitz. Some, 
like Mr Bloom, raise a family and examine 
rheumy eyes and rub their corns at night 
and quite forget in all that piling-up of 
years that once they longed to stand 
bare-chested on a shore of golden sand, 
to go where man had never trod, to 
love as man had never loved. Some find 
contentment there, and others discon-
tent. Mr Bloom, quite to his own surprise, 
found Ganesha.

He was on a market stall, among bangles and 
saris, joss sticks and wall hangings. There, in 
the centre, a porcelain statue of a four-armed 
man with an elephant’s head, or perhaps 
an elephant with the body of a four-armed 
man. He was bright pink, with large kind 
eyes and a golden headdress. One of his 
hands was beckoning, another motioning the 
observer to stay away. Mr Bloom saw at once 
that this was a god; what else could it be, 
enticing and warning at the same moment? 
He picked up the statue, the glaze smooth 
beneath his fingertips. The young man tend-
ing the stall, dirty blond dreadlocks falling 
into his eyes, said:

‘Careful, Grandpa, yeah? You break it, you 
pay, alright?’

Mr Bloom thought of the story of Abraham 
our forefather, who condemned his father for 
avodah zara, by which is meant foreign wor-
ship, by which is meant idol worship. As a 
young boy, realising the truth that there is only 
one God, Abraham smashed his father’s idols. 
When his father punished him, Abraham said, 
‘No, father, it wasn’t me, it was the biggest 
idol. He took a stick and smashed all the 
others.’ His father said, ‘You idiot, idols can’t 
move!’ and Abraham replied, ‘So why do you 
worship them, then?’ The story does not re-
late whether at that moment Abraham’s father 
was enlightened, or whether, on the contrary, 
he punished Abraham yet harder for stripping 
him of the beliefs which, in prehistoric Meso-
potamia, must have been even more precious 
than they are today.

Mr Bloom considered all this as he held 
Ganesha in his hands. Those eyes were so 
tender, full of love for whatever they looked 
upon. Those arms were so strong; with him 
on one’s side how could a person ever 
fail? Mr Bloom had never touched an idol 
before, never before considered that the 
sin of avodah zara could have any practical 
application. He looked at the smooth curl of 
the trunk, mighty yet comforting.

‘I’ll take him,’ he said.
For a while, Mr Bloom thought he could 

hide Ganesha. He wrapped the god in 
plastic bags, cushioned him with hundreds 
of soft lens-cleaning cloths, and tucked him 
behind the stack of Passover dishes at the 
bottom of the wardrobe in the spare room. 
But it was no use. Somehow his wife always 
seemed to need something from right at the 
back of that very wardrobe and he was sent 
to retrieve it. Or one of his children would 
have left the door open. Whenever Mr Bloom 
went near the spare room, Ganesha’s trunk 
would have worked its way out of its wrap-
ping and waved at him, bold and pink, from 
the plastic-bag swaddling.

He wants to be worshipped, thought Mr 
Bloom, and knew at once that it was true, for 
wasn’t that always what gods wanted? Love 
and gifts, or fear and wars, or sometimes 
both. But how to worship him? Mr Bloom 
was puzzled; he had never worshipped an 
idol before, and had not the least idea of the 
proper way to do so. He looked in his Bible. 
‘Thou shalt not make for thyself graven im-
ages,’ he read. ‘Thou shalt not bow down to 
them or worship them.’ Then, later, God said 
‘an altar shalt thou make for me, and sacrifice 
thereon thy burnt offerings, thy sheep and 
thine oxen’. Mr Bloom had neither sheep nor 
oxen, and did not particularly want to make 
a burnt offering of his professional equiva-
lent. He had once melted a pair of spec-
tacles by mistake and the fumes had been 
revolting. But bowing down and worship-
ping seemed fairly easy to achieve.

Mr Bloom placed Ganesha on a raffia 
footstool in the spare room, taking care to 
close the door first. Ganesha seemed happy, 
the fiery glint in his eye now one of deep 

approval. Slowly, mindful of the mild arthritis 
in his right knee, Mr Bloom lowered himself 
to the floor, then bowed so that his forehead 
touched the ground.

‘O Great Ganesha,’ he intoned, in a 
prayer he had composed himself, ‘I humbly 
thank you for gracing my home with your 
presence. I pray, O lord Ganesha, that you 
will bless all those who dwell here. And I 
especially beseech you, all-knowing and 
most merciful Ganesha, to help my daughter 
Judy in her law A-level for, O kind Ganesha, 
she finds the coursework very hard to un-
derstand. Ohhhhh mighty Ganesha,’ he said, 
attempting to raise himself up into a kneeling 
position again, to proceed with his prayer. 
But though his spirit longed to give Gane-
sha due praise, Mr Bloom’s back was weak. 
A muscle in his left buttock spasmed, he 
crouched down again and, waiting for the 
pain to subside, it was in this position that 
his wife found him twenty minutes later.

‘Reuben!’ she said. ‘What in God’s name 
do you think you’re doing?’

‘I,’ he said, ‘Sandra, my back, it’s gone 
again, bring the Deep Heat!’ He hoped to 
distract her long enough to crawl with Gane-
sha to the wardrobe and conceal him, but 
Sandra was more sharp-witted than that.

‘Reuben!’ she said again, ‘is that an idol? 
Were you worshipping an idol in our own 
home, with me so busy with the Pesach 
cleaning and the Rabbi coming for lunch on 
Shabbes?’

‘Sandra!’ Mr Bloom replied. ‘How can you 
say such a thing?’ For Mr Bloom hadn’t been 
married for twenty years without learning 
a thing or two himself. ‘No,’ he continued, 
‘I found this statue on a market stall and 
I thought it might suit the colour scheme 
in this room.’ Mrs Bloom had nagged him 
for years to take a greater interest in such 
domestic matters. ‘I was just... examining it 
when I tripped and fell and hurt my back.’

‘Hmmm,’ said Sandra.
‘Deep Heat?’ said Mr Bloom. ‘Please, my 

love?’
Sandra, whose heart was kind although 

her tongue was sharp, hurried to the bath-
room to fetch the tube of healing ointment.



I don’t see how we can keep on letting you 
attend the synagogue at all.’

Mr Bloom said, mildly, ‘But I still keep the 
laws. I still pray to God. I’m still a Jew.’

And the Rabbi spread his hands wide 
and smiled nervously and shook his head 
and said: ‘Ah, but “I the Lord your God am a 
jealous God,” you know.’

Mr Bloom thought of Ganesha, his wide, 
kind eyes, his welcoming arms. ‘If God is so 
great,’ he said, ‘why is he jealous? I thought 
we weren’t supposed to covet.’

And the Rabbi’s face darkened, and he 
said: ‘I can see we will have to talk further 
about this, Mr Bloom.’

And on the third day, Mr Bloom received 
another telephone call. It was in the early 
morning; Mr Bloom’s shop was not due to 
open for another hour. The Rabbi apologized 
for calling so early and said: ‘Mr Bloom. I 
have thought a great deal about what you 
have said. I think I should see the statue for 
myself. I wonder if you would be able to 
bring it here, to the synagogue, this morn-
ing? I think that the whole matter could be 
resolved if you would bring the statue here.’

Mr Bloom agreed that he would do so. 
He had, after all, benefited a great deal from 
the synagogue and its Rabbis. He was still 
a Jew. Whatever arguments the Rabbi might 
wish to muster, he, Bloom, felt honour-
bound to hear out.

Mr Bloom wrapped Ganesha in a soft 
blanket and placed him into a sturdy holdall. 
As he did so, he caressed the curled trunk 
reverently. He wondered if, like the prophet 
Elisha, the Rabbi intended to challenge 
Ganesha to a duel with the Almighty, Lord of 
Hosts. He was intrigued to see which god 
would prevail.

The Rabbi was waiting for Mr Bloom at 
the synagogue gates. The building was old 
and respectable. Constructed in the 1920s, 
its solid bricks had housed generations of 
prayer, of lamentation and of joyful song. The 
Rabbi led Mr Bloom through the corridors of 
the synagogue, not into the main prayer hall, 
but up via a winding cedar-scented staircase 
to the choir stalls, perched high above the 
Holy Closet in which the scrolls of the Torah 
reside. From here they could look across the 
ranged ranks of seats in the synagogue, those 
same seats which filled every Friday and 
Saturday with hundreds of Jews, come to 
worship the one and only God.

The Rabbi threw the windows at the 
back of the choir stalls open, inhaled deeply 
several times and then turned to Mr Bloom. 
‘Have you brought the idol?’ he asked. Mr 
Bloom noticed that the Rabbi, too, seemed 
stronger and less nervous.

Mr Bloom nodded.
‘Show him to me,’ said the Rabbi.

Mr Bloom withdrew the god from the 
holdall, unwrapped the soft blanket and 
held him gently. He thought that perhaps 
the god was heavier now than when he had 
bought him.

The Rabbi’s nose wrinkled in disgust. 
‘Do you not know, Mr Bloom, that this thing 
was made by men? That it is only china 
and paint? How can you give your wor-
ship to something that you could construct 
yourself?’

Mr Bloom shrugged. It seemed impos-
sible to explain if the Rabbi could not under-
stand it. At last, in an attempt to answer, he 
said: ‘I followed my heart and my eyes,’ but 
thought that this did not explain one tenth of 
what he hoped to communicate.

The Rabbi looked at Mr Bloom for a long 
moment. Then, with a little smile, he tugged 
on Mr Bloom’s arm and brought him to stand 
by the window too. The synagogue is at the 
top of a rise, and the whole of Hendon can 
be seen from its windows, if one is able to 
peer through the stained glass.

‘Mr Bloom,’ said the Rabbi, ‘I hope you 
know that God loves you.’

Bloom nodded silently. He gazed upon 
the contemplative and peaceful face of 
Ganesha.

‘I have never encountered a case such as 
this,’ said the Rabbi. ‘I had to consult with 
the most senior authorities for a ruling.’

Bloom nodded again.
‘They were of one mind. You must un-

derstand, Mr Bloom, that this is for your own 
good,’ said the Rabbi. Then, in one fluid 
motion, too quickly for Mr Bloom to react, 
the Rabbi grabbed Ganesha from Mr Bloom’s 
hands. He held him for a moment, clutch-
ing the god close to his body in an almost 
protective gesture and then hurled him in a 
wide arc through the synagogue window. 
With a crisply crunching report, Ganesha 
smashed into a thousand pieces on the 
paved area below.

‘Now, Mr Bloom,’ said the Rabbi beam-
ing, ‘don’t you feel better, rid of that revolt-
ing thing?’

Bloom said nothing. He stared down 
at the paved courtyard of the synagogue, 
where bright pink and gold fragments radi-
ated from the central point of impact. At 
length, he allowed the Rabbi to lead him 
away from the window and back to his own 
home.

Late that night, Mr Bloom – who had 
been synagogue treasurer for many years 
and remained a keyholder of the building – 
silently let himself in through the iron gate of 
the courtyard. He had brought a fine-haired 
clothesbrush and a carved wooden box 
from his living room, along with a bag slung 
over his shoulder containing one or two oth-

er, heavier items. Slowly, working in circles, 
he brushed the dust of Ganesha into the box 
and, when he was finished, dug a small hole 
in one of the ornamental flower beds and 
buried it. He wondered if he should say a 
few words over the grave, but could think of 
none that might be appropriate.

Then, still moving without sound, he 
opened the door to the main building of 
the synagogue and slipped through. He 
had rarely been in this vaulted space alone 
at night, and never without a specific and 
necessary errand. He paused now, thinking 
of the many hours of quiet contemplation 
this place had afforded him, of the services 
he had heard intoned here, of the comradely 
chats, the bustling ceremonial, the joyful 
celebrations and the sombre days.

The next morning, the synagogue officials 
were startled to find the building not only 
locked but its locks stuffed with wax. Fearing 
the worst, they called a locksmith who, after 
some effort, managed to remove the locks 
bodily from the doors. The officials – and, 
by now, a small crowd who had heard that 
something might be going on at the syna-
gogue – entered and looked around with 
horror.

The synagogue was ruined. The benches 
were smashed, the drapery torn, the can-
dlesticks twisted, the windows broken. And 
in the centre was Mr Bloom, standing with 
an axe by his side and perspiration soaking 
through his clothes.

And they said, ‘Why have you done this 
thing?’

And he said, ‘I? I? I did not do this. This 
was done by the Almighty.’

And they looked around again at the 
benches with the axe-shaped cuts deeply 
incised into them, and at the places where 
the upholstery had been ripped out in quan-
tities the size of a man’s hand.

And they said, ‘God did not do this! God 
cannot destroy in this way.’

And he said, ‘Then why do you worship 
Him?’

But it is not recorded whether the people 
were grateful for this enlightenment.

In the meantime, Mr Bloom attempted, 
without a great deal of success, to replace 
the statue of Ganesha in his wrappings, to 
cover over his flamboyance and thus cease 
to distress his wife. But the trunk seemed 
unaccountably slippery, and the bubble 
wrap must have shrunk a little. When Sandra 
returned, Ganesha was still sitting on the 
floor. She massaged the soothing cream 
deep into her husband’s buttock while 
staring thoughtfully at the god. At last, her 
fingers still menthol-fragrant, she picked up 
the statue and examined it critically.

‘Do you know,’ she said, ‘I think it might 
do for the living room. On the sideboard. It’s 
very ethnic.’

And so Ganesha took up residence at the 
very centre of the Bloom home. The children 
objected naturally, as children always do.

‘Errrr,’ said Judy at breakfast, while 
munching her Marmite bagel, ‘I think it’s star-
ing at me.’

‘Yuck,’ said David, flicking Ganesha with 
his fingernail as he hoisted his schoolbag.

‘It looks dirty. I bet it’s infested.’
‘The statue is hollow,’ said Mr Bloom 

mildly, wondering in his heart why God 
chose to turn delightful babies into charm-
less teenagers, ‘and his name is

Ganesha.’
David rolled his eyes. Judy sighed. They 

went to school. As Mr Bloom was taking the 
breakfast dishes into the kitchen he paused 
for a moment in front of Ganesha, inclined 
his head slightly, and left a morsel of bagel 
on a saucer in front of him.

Mr Bloom could not help but notice that 
his life seemed better with Ganesha in it. 
When Mrs Rosenblatt, of the Rosenblatt Dried 
Fruit empire, missed her fourth appointment 
in a row, Mr Bloom did not tremble at the 
idea of rebuking her. Instead, he felt a mas-
tery, a calmness, a purposeful strength. He 
picked up the telephone without hesitation 
and said:

‘Mrs Rosenblatt, your appointment has 
now been rescheduled for half past four. 
If you are not in my shop at half past four, 
Bloom’s Opticians will have no further need 
of your custom.’

‘But…’ said Mrs Rosenblatt.
‘No further need,’ he said again.
‘But Mr…’ said Mrs Rosenblatt.
‘Thank you,’ said Mr Bloom, ‘and good 

day.’
Mrs Rosenblatt appeared, punctual and 

meek, at half past four. As Mr Bloom ushered 
her into his eye-testing room he muttered a 
quiet prayer of thanks to Ganesha.

The rest of the family, too, grew increas-
ingly fond of the god as the days went on. 
Ganesha’s gaze was so magnanimous, he 
filled the living room with a sense of quiet 

peace. Mr Bloom noticed that Sandra and 
Judy and David spent longer in that room 
now. David took to doing his homework on 
the table under the watching eye of Gane-
sha. And Mr Bloom noticed that, though 
Judy was still dismissive and disdainful 
of the statue, on the morning before her 
module exam she left a badge from her 
jacket on the sideboard in front of him. She 
caught her father’s eye as she turned to go, 
shrugged uncomfortably and said: ‘For luck. 
You know.’ And when Judy did better in that 
examination than in her teachers’ opinions 
she had any right to, Ganesha came to be 
looked on in the Bloom family home with a 
certain warmth.

At first, the Blooms did not speak of 
Ganesha outside their home. But Hendon is 
not a place for secrets. Perhaps it was that 
Judy’s friend from school, Mikaella, ob-
served her placing a small handful of yellow 
mandel croutons in front of the god before 
she started her homework. Perhaps it was 
that David’s friend Benjy wondered why 
David rubbed the statue’s head before the 
final round of every Wii Tennis game. How-
ever it happened, soon one person spoke to 
another and another to a third and it became 
known in Hendon that the Blooms – yes, 
Bloom’s the optician, yes, Sandra Bloom of 
the PTA, yes, that nice David Bloom whose 
barmitzvah they’d attended only two short 
years before – those very Blooms had an idol 
in their house.

Now, it is made very clear in the Bible 
that the introduction of idolatry into a good 
Jewish home cannot go unchallenged. Were 
not 3,000 men put to death for worshipping 
a golden calf? And was it not for this very 
sin of idolatry that Jezebel was thrown from 
a window to be devoured by wild dogs? 
Of course, Barnet Council would be much 
alarmed should such events come to pass 
in Hendon. And thus it was that Mr Bloom 
was not awakened in the night by a party of 
eunuchs come to effect his defenestration, 
but instead received a telephone call asking 
that he should kindly pay a visit to the Rabbi 
at his earliest convenience.

The Rabbi was a young man, only recently 
finished with his seminary education. None-
theless, his beard was neat and his manner 
suitably deferential to a man of Mr Bloom’s 
seniority.

‘Now, aheheh,’ he said, steepling his 
fingers, ‘I wanted to talk to you, Mr Bloom, 
about your, um, statue.’

‘Oh yes?’ said Mr Bloom. He did not feel 
perturbed. He had found that since Ganesha 
had entered his life, he had been less easily 
disturbed by all vicissitudes. He felt solid.

‘Yes,’ said the Rabbi. He fiddled with his 
beard nervously. ‘The thing is, Mr Bloom, 

there’s been talk. That is, there has started to 
be talk. Not, you understand, that I listen to 
talk, no, not at all, but a man of your posi-
tion, a trustee of the synagogue, Mr Bloom…’

‘Talk?’ said Mr Bloom, mildly.
‘About your statue, Mr Bloom. People are 

talking about your statue.’ The Rabbi began 
to speak more quickly, clearly discomfited 
by Mr Bloom’s silence. ‘The thing is, Mr 
Bloom, it doesn’t do for a synagogue trustee 
to have a… to have a…’

‘A god?’ Mr Bloom volunteered.
‘An idol,’ said the Rabbi. ‘It doesn’t do 

for someone in your position to have an idol 
in your house. So, um, get rid of it, please.’

Mr Bloom thought about how his house 
had changed since the arrival of Ganesha. 
It was not, of course, that the family was 
unrecognizable. Not that there was no 
longer any strife or bitterness. They contin-
ued to argue, to complain; things continued 
to go wrong. And yet, the quiet presence of 
the elephant-headed god seemed to have 
strengthened each of them. Perhaps, thought 
Mr Bloom, it was his imagination. And yet he 
would rather not give the god up.

‘I think,’ he said, ‘that I would rather not.’
The Rabbi frowned and leaned forward in 

his chair, earnest and sincere.
‘Now look here, Mr Bloom,’ he said, ‘we 

can both be reasonable about this, can’t 
we? Of course you know and I know that 
you don’t worship the thing. But can’t you 
see that it looks all wrong?’

‘But I do,’ said Mr Bloom.
‘Ah,’ said the Rabbi, satisfied, ‘at least 

you can see that.’
‘No,’ said Mr Bloom, ‘I mean that I do 

worship him.’
And the Rabbi sat back suddenly as if Mr 

Bloom, the kindly optician, had struck him in 
the face.

‘Hmm,’ he said after a long pause, ‘we 
should talk more. Perhaps tomorrow?’

On the second day, the Rabbi tel-
ephoned in the afternoon and invited Mr 
Bloom to come to talk with him in his study 
at the synagogue.

‘Mr Bloom,’ said the Rabbi, obviously a 
little nervous, ‘I want to talk to you about 
God.’

Mr Bloom smiled and said, ‘that’s your 
field, Rabbi, not mine.’

The Rabbi smiled thinly, ‘Quite, quite. But 
the thing is, Mr Bloom, God is really quite 
specific about idols. Second command-
ment, you know. No other gods before me. 
Make for yourself no graven image. It’s really 
very clear.’

Mr Bloom nodded slowly.
‘I don’t see how you can say that you 

“worship” a statue and still keep your place 
on the synagogue board, you see, Mr Bloom. 
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Siam Beach
children, snorkeling, restaurant

Ya Nui Beach
small, cute, snorkeling, restaurant

Mai Khao Beach
looong quiet beach

Surin Beach
celebrities, beach clubs, restaurants 

Bang Tao Beach
5 star hotels, local seafood restaurants
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Ao Sane Beach
rough sand, snorkelling, restaurant

Kata Beach
white open beach, surfing in summer season

Emerald Beach
peaceful, north facing beach good for sun tan

Laem Singh Beach
hip, young, restaurants, short trek downhill

Nai Thon Beach
white sands, peaceful, scenic road to get there

Banana Beach
insider tip, restaurant, short trek downhill

Laem Ka Noi Beach
park on top parking lot and walk down

Kamala Beach
busy in high season

Nai Harn Beach
local hangout, busy but cute

Patong Beach
very busy beach, lots of activities

Ao Yon Beach
shallow waters, oyster rafts, locals

Kata Noi Beach
white open beach

Kalim Beach
rocky, surfing during summer season

Layan Beach
tranquil, peacful

Paradise Beach
shady, peaceful, calm waters all year
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Panwa Beach
rough sand, shallow water, peaceful, scenic

Laem Ka Beach
local thai style beach with lots of shadow

Karon Beach
white open beach, no shades

Nai Yang Beach
thai locals, shades, calm waters all year

4

8

12

16

Rawai Beach
shady, seafood stalls, local boat trips
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